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CHAPEL TRUST-DEEDS. 


We announced our intention in the last Magazine of offering a few 
remarks on this subject, which we find, from letters that have reached us 
from different parts of the country, is beginning to excite attention in 
some measure corresponding with its importance. During the month, a 
Deputation fromthe Committee of Deputies have had an interview with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to represent to him the propriety of taking 
off the stamp duty from the trust-deeds of chapels. To this point alone 
the Deputation confined themselves ; and to this point our correspondents 
chiefly confine themselves. Some relief would certainly be obtained by 
the repeal of the existing tax ; but it would be far from going to the root 
of the grievance. For, in the first place, the stamp duty is but a small 
part of the expense incurred in the renewal of deeds; and in the second, 
the circumstance that we are subjected to the necessity of having trust- 
deeds at all, is a distinction between Dissenters and churchmen of an 
invidious nature, and giving to the latter an undue advantage over us. 
Let the following case be put :— 

In our denomination there are about 1000 churches. These churches» 
taken one with another, have to renew their trust-deeds about every fifteen 
years. If this be done by lease and re-lease, as is the case in most 
instances, the stamps will be €3 10s.; then we have to pay to government 
every fifteen years, £3500. But there are the law expenses. ‘These deeds 
cost on an average £15. Besides the above sum we have, therefore, to 
raise in the same time £15,000 more. The tax is comparatively nothing ; 
the great burden is the attorney’s bill. In some cases professional men, 
acting with much liberality, decline their fees. This is kind and hand- 
some; but it is only shifting the burden from the church to individuals. 
Nor is this the whole of the case; for it supposes that every thing goes 
forward smoothly, while the fact is, that in not a few instances the neglect 
of renewing the deeds causes expensive and vexatious litigation, and ends 
perhaps in the loss of the property, or in preserving it at a cost beyond 
what itis worth. £19,000 or £20,000 every fifteen years is far too little 
to set down as the expenditure upon our chapel-deeds ; while the eyil 
would be scarcely touched by the repeal of the stamp duty. The entire 
system of the tenure on which our chapels are held must be attacked, or 
no effectual remedy will be procured. 

The remedy we require is one which shall put our places of worship on 
the same footing with those of the State Church. What that remedy is, 
the following considerations may show:— _ 

Property devoted to religious or public purposes may be. vested.in 
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several individuals as trustees, or in the same individuals as a corpora. 
tion, In the former case, they would constitute what is termed in law a 
natural body; in the latter, a body politic: and there are certain dif- 
ferences between them which materially affect the present question. A 
corporation can never die; it has perpetual succession, vacancies being 
continually filled up in the mode prescribed by the charter or act of 
incorporation. ‘Therefore, property once vested in a corporation will 
continue in its possession by the mere operation of law; no matter how 
often the individual members of the corporation are changed. Buta body 
of trustees not incorporated, and therefore not capable, according to the 
present state of our law, of this,perpetual succession, would of course 
die off in process of time, and the trust property would at length devolve 
upon the heir-at-law of the last survivor. To prevent this, it is necessary 
in the case of all our chapels to put in motion the expensive process we 
have before mentioned in order to fill up the requisite number of trustees. 
The Bishop of London is a sole corporation, and lives for ever ; or at least, 
as long as ever England will bear the imposition of an Establishment. 
His corporate property and rights pass from Dr. Bloomfield to Dr. Any- 
body-else without a new deed, or stamps, or expense, or any thing of the 
kind. 

Corporate rights are possessed by every church parson and vicar in the 
kingdom; by the colleges and British universities; by the church of 
Scotland ; by the Baptist church in Montreal; and by all sections of the 
Christian church in the United States of America. They can buy and 
hold property ; and when it has been once conveyed to them as a corpora- 
tion, no renewal of deeds is required, though the minister and people 
should change every year. 

The object, therefore, to be sought by the Dissenters is, the obtaining a 
legislative enactment, enabling all their churches to hold the meeting- 
house, and burial-ground, and school-house, by corporate right. Why 
should the church of England possess this privilege, from which we are 
excluded? To place us on this footing in common with the Episcopalians 
would save us all the expense of new trust-deeds, and all the misery of 
litigation, and all the hazards and actual losses through neglect ; and give 
a stability to property devoted by us to the public worship of God which 
it has never yet attained. And since the interests of all denominations 
are involved in this question, all should unite in petitioning the legisla- 
ture for redress. Every association and every church should act, both 
individually and collectively, until the object is secured. It is strange 
that a matter of so great importance should have been neglected so long. 

In the meantime, our friends should remember that no title can be given 
without an actual conveyance. As the church cannot hold property itself, 
ten or twelve trustees are chosen, to whom it is conveyed to hold in trust 
for them. The survivor or survivors of these must convey it by a new 
deed to their successors; for new trustees have no legal title without a 
new deed. The observance of this law may cost our denomination, as we 
have seen, about £1000 per annum; but the neglect of it will cost us 
incomparably more, exposing the chapels in which we worship to the 
rapacity of wicked men, and the churches to the greatest annoyance, 
vexation, and risk. EpITor. 


& 


179 


CAUTIONS TO NONCONFORMISTS.—No. III. 


Styce the days of Paley, there 
has been a very great change in 
the pretensions and reasonings of 
those who have advocated the 
claims of national churches, as to 
the foundation on which they are 
considered to rest. Hooker, and 
several other eminent writers of 
former times, pleaded a divine 
warrant or scriptural authority as 
their direct and positive ground, 
by bringing down the Jewish 
church state as a precedent for 
things under the gospel. But this 
has been found to prove too much, 
because it gives, when followed out, 
general countenance to the whole 
Mosaical system, and supersedes 
the New Testament entirely. Dr. 
Inglis, a Scotch divine of some 
note, has indeed, in this age, ven- 
tured to follow in the same line of 
defence, and has gone somewhat 
farther back than Hooker did, by 
urging, in justification of compul- 
sory religion, the case of Melchi- 
zedec; but generally this mode of 
reasoning is abandoned by sensi- 
ble men, as irrelevant and un- 
tenable. Dr. Chalmers, the famed 
inventor of the ludicrous doctrine 
of demand and supply, which 
made a late Lord Chancellor such 
a zealous churchman, and is so 
frequently reiterated by the titled 
defenders of Antichrist, dares not 
now venture to stand upon the 
ground of a divine right. The 
irresistible reasonings of the 
Scottish Dissenters have demo- 
lished some of his strong holds as 
the advocate of papal corruptions, 
and he has been compelled to flee 
to the refuge of expediency, which, 
when divine subjects are at issue, 
is at best but a very frail hiding- 
place. Ever since the rise of na- 
tional churches, it has given birth 
to the constantly varying schemes 


that have successively sunk the 
Christian profession in infamy and 
pollution. It can be brought to 
no definite standard ; but changes 
with the fickle caprice of ‘those 
who happen to sustain authority 
in ecclesiastical affairs. Constan- 
tine thought it expedient to en- 
rich'the church; but’ Henry the 
Eighth was of a different opinion, 
and seized its wealth to gratify 
his own boundless avarice. Ed- 
ward the Sixth considered purity 
and holiness in the church to be 
expedient; but James the First 
thought differently, and so issued 
the Book of Sports. Queen Eli- 
zabeth would have pictures and 
images in churches to be expe- 
dient; but Cromwell viewed 
them in another light, and had 
them demolished. The Romanists 
said it was expedient to have the 
mass-book in an unknown tongue; 
but the Church of England, 
with some alterations, had it 
translated into English, and have 
called it the Book of Common 
Prayer, thinking it more expedient 
for the people to know what it 
contains. The Papal church 
judged it expedient to invest the 
clergy with power to forgive sin ; 
and the English Church gives to 
her ministers the same power to 
this day, no doubt under a full 
conviction that it is highly expe- 


| dient. Inthis way has expediency 


worked ever since it was intro- 
duced; and if it does not perform 
such wonders in the hands of Dr. 
Chalmers in Scotland, it is because 
the sturdy spirit of Know is still 
in the land, and keeps down the 
power of the Chalmerian delusion. 

In my last communication, two 
reasons were urged against the 
existence of national churches ; 
one asserting that they had no 
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foundation in the New Testament; 
and the other, that- they were 
utterly unknown during three 
hundred years from the time of 
Christ. These two reasons would 
of themselves be sufficient to con- 
vince every unbiassed mind that 
state religion is a human innova- 
tion, There are, however, many 
other strong and weighty objec- 
tions to national churches, which 
it may not be unprofitable, at the 
present time, to trace out and il- 
lustrate. 

III. National churehes invali- 
date the authority and disparage 
the honour of Christ, as sole Law- 
giver in his kingdom. 

Jegislatorial authority, rightly 
exercised, in civil affairs, is the 
basis of order and_ happiness 
among men, and is intimately 
connected, both with the social 
virtues, and the personal upright- 
ness of those who form the aggre- 
gate of nations and communities. 
Unwarranted assumption of the 
legislative prerogative, is a crime 
marked with deep atrocity in 
worldly things. How much more 
odious is it, when erring man pre- 
sumes to encroach on the spiritual 
authority of the Son of God, who 
is constituted by the oath of the 
divine Father, and the high inau- 
guration of eternal Love, the sole 
King of God’s church! < Yet 
have I set my King on my holy 
till of Zion. I will declare the 
decree. Be wise, therefore, O ye 
kings; be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth. Kiss the Son, lest ye 
perish from the way ;” Ps. ii. 6— 
12. Nothing can be more clear, 
both from the predictions of the 
Old Testament, and the positive 
declarations of the New, than that 
God the Father has decreed the 
exclusive honour of legislation in 
the Christian church to. be sus- 
tained and exercised by the Lord 
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Jesus Christ; and he has denounced 
the heaviest woes on those who 
arrogate to themselves the glories 
of his kingly character. ‘‘ There~ 
fore, God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which 
is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue 
should eonfess that he is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father ;” 
Phil. ii, 9—11. ‘ And he is the 
head of the body, the church, that 
in all things he might have the 
preeminence ;”’ Col.i, 18. ‘‘ Who 
is gone into heaven, and is on the 
right hand of God; angels, autho- 
rities, and powers being made sub- 
ject unto him ;” 1 Pet. iii. 22. He 
has given him authority to execute 
judgment ; John v.27.  ‘* That 
all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son, 
honoureth not the Father ;” John 
v. 23. ‘Christ is the head of 
the church;” Eph. y. 23. . “ All 
power is given unto me in hea- 
ven and in earth;’’ Matt, xxviii. 
18. ‘Teaching them to observe 
all things, whatsoever I have com- 
manded you; and lo, Iam with 
you always, even unto the end of 
the world;” Mark xxviii. 20. 
Passages might be multiplied to 
show that Christ, the Son of God, 
is the King, the Lawgiver, the 
Head, the Ruler, the Judge, and 
the sole Lord of his chureh. - The 
question then is, how do the pro- 
ceedings of national churches 
agree with the legislatorial rights 
and honours of the Redeemer ? 
If their proceedings infringe upon 
his rights and honours, if they 
sink and invalidate them, the 
consequence must be, that they 
are wicked in a high degree, and 
ought to be condemned by every 
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one who loves the Saviour, and is 
seeking the glory of God. To 
avoid ambiguity, I will take the 
proceedings of the English Church 
Establishment; and I have not 
the shadow of a doubt, but that 
a very cursory examination will 
be sufficient to convince those 
who wish to judge rightly, that 
the position under notice is most 
awfully verified in this enlighten- 
ed land. 

1. The assumed authority of 
the King. 

This is set forth in an Act, 26 
Henry VIII., which says, ‘The 
King is vested with all power to 
exercise all manner of jurisdic- 
tion ecclesiastical; to reform all 
errors and heresies whatsoever, 
and determine ail causes ecclesi- 
astical.” The Act further states, 
«© That Archbishops, Bishops, &c. 
have no manner of jurisdiction, 
but by and under the King’s ma- 
jesty.” 

If any person can read lan- 
guage like that now cited, with- 
out feeling the deepest aversion 
to such solemn arrogance as is 
displayed in it, I must fear for 
him whether the divine glory of 
God is rightly kept in view. This 
is not, as some say, a mere formal 
assumption; for both Henry, 
Elizabeth, James, Charles, and 
Queen Anne actually forced the 
exercise of this power into opera- 
tion ; and it appears in the use of 
the royal prerogative in circun- 
stances of very recent occurrence. 
If the holy God were the person 
spoken of, how could the lan- 
guage be more expressive as it 
respects spiritual supremacy, and 
authority to adjudicate in religi- 
ous matters? It is high time,surely, 
for churchmen to be merciful to- 
wards Catholics; for they are both 
sinners of the same class, by 
giving diyine honours to erring 
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exists is, that one dethrones 


Christ by putting into his place 
the Pope; and the other, by 
raising to his throne the King: 
and both are deeply guilty of dis- 
paraging the glory of the Re- 
deemer, who alone is the Law- 
giver of Zion. 

How is it possible, then, to 
view a system which exalts wick- 
ed men and vain women, as se- 
veral of our kings and queens 
have been, to the place and _pre- 
rogatives of God, as anything 
better than asystem of antichris- 
tian abomination ? For instance : 
look at the wriggling, and plan- 
ning, and carnal contrivings now 
going on respecting the vacant 
bishoprics, and the filling up by 
the king of these high places of 
Mammon. Is the authority of 
Christ regarded? Is the king, 
and are his ministers seeking coun- 
sel of God in the appointments to 
be made? Are they not rather 
proceeding just as they would do 
in advancing some favourite to a 
lucrative post in the army or the 
navy, and so sinking religion to a 
level with the secular concerns of 
the world? Party politics} both 
make and translate bishops, and 
have done for centuries, and will 
do, so long as earthly kings as- 
sume the prerogatives of Christ. 
Those who know anything of the 
religion of the New Testament, 
will abhor all such profane pro- 
ceedings, and pray fervently for 
the time speedily to come, when 
God will sweep them away with 
the besom of destruction, and 
give to his exalted Son the sceptre 
of universal dominion over both 
kings and their subjects. 

2. The rights and enactments 
of parliament. 

[ quarrel not with parliaments, 
when they are employed with 
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fifty thousand pounds annually 
out of the land-tax, to support 
churches with. They have said 
something about admitting Dis- 
senters to be married at their own 
chapels : but the Bishop of Lon- 
don, with his holy clergy, will not 
agree to it, except they have a 
regular fee for every marriage 
that takes place. Itis in this 
way that national churches legis- 
lateand act, by making void the 
laws of the Saviour, and substi- 
tuting the laws of unrighteousness. 
When one looks at the two houses 
of Parliament, who under the 
king have full power to make and 
unmake all sorts of laws relating 
to religion, for more than twenty 
millions of people, the question 
naturally arises, Are these persons 
duly qualified to perform the 
onerous duty? Who has given 
them authority to wrest the sceptre 
of legislation from the hand of 
the blessed Son of God, who is 
King in. Zion? Are they not 
afraid to incur his wrath, who is 
the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, at whose tribunal they must 
all soon appear? If nothing 
were done of an eyil tendency by 
national churches, besides that of 
cannot be enforced but on the attempting to rob Christ of his 
‘ground that parliament approves | honour and prerogatives, it would 
of them, although it is probable | be sufficient to consign them all 
that five out of the six hundred to an eternal anathema, and mark 
and fifty commoners, could not them out as the objects of entire 
befound who know anything com- | detestation in the judgment of 
petently about them; and whe- every good man on the face of the 
ther the lords do, is scarcely less | earth. Most fit is it, therefore, 
to be questioned. Parliament | for him to say, when denouncing 
could make a new prayer-book. | the fate of nations, who will not 
They can legislate on building | honour him as Lord of all Saeee 
churches with other people’s mo- | will break them with a rod of iron ; 
ney. They can talk of abolish- | ] will dash them in pieces, like a 
ing church-rates, by making a | potter’s vessel.” J. W. 


law to take two hundred and Haworth, April 4th, 1836. 
; * 


things within their proper. pro- 
vince ; and to me it is just the 
same whether they be Tory, Whig, 
or Radical, provided they,seek to 
promote equity and justice in the 
land. But at the same time I do 
contend, that for parliaments to 
arrogate to themselves the autho- 
rity of God in making national 
churches, and compelling other 
people to support them, is a sin 
of very serious magnitude. A 
representative parliament chosen 
by the people is, in a civil sense, 
the chief glory of Britain; but 
no earthly assembly has the sha- 
dow of a right to legislate in mat- 
ters between man and his Creator. 
Every attempt at #his must be 
odious in the sight of God. The 
Church of England is strictly a 
parliamentary church; and those 
who choose to remain in it, by so 
doing bind themselves to obey 
the parliament; and so they both 
sin together, by renouncing the 
authority of Christ as the sole 
Lawgiver in all matters of a 
spiritual nature. The national 
churches, however, in this empire, 
have their very foundation in acts 
of parliament, and even the 
canons of the episcopal church 
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TO THE BAPTIST MINISTERS AND CHURCHES OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, 


Dear Brethren, 

The fact that a fraternal con- 
nexion is understood to subsist be- 
tween our Societies and the Bap- 
tist Churches in the United States 
of America, appears to us to jus- 
tify our solicitous attention to 
every development of their moral 
character, as well as to their 
avowed constitution and discipline. 

We, therefore, feel that the ac- 
knowledged patronage of Slavery, 
which is attributable to many of 
those churches, in common with 
numerous other Christian Socie- 
ties in that land, demands a per- 
sistive and public protest from 
British Christians. 

But, whilst we regard the hold- 
ing of their fellow-creatures (in 
many instances their fellow-Chris- 
tians) in Slavery as a foul blot 
on the character of the Ameri- 
cans, and a disgrace to the boast- 
ed freedom of their civil institu- 
tions, we are yet more grieved by 
their invidious and antichristian 
exclusion of all coloured persons 
from communion with whites, at 
the table of the Lord, and, by 
consequence, from Christian fel- 
lowship generally. 

This practice, which we believe 
to be of very general, if not of 
universal, prevalence in that coun- 
try, we cannot but regard as an 
insult to the authority of Christ ; 
perpetrated, too, within the pre- 


cincts of his own house; a base | 
| Jesus, 


immolation of Christian equity, 
love, and union, at the shrine of 
worldly expediency and national 
prejudice. 

Against these evils, but especi- 


| ally the latter, as a most hateful 


and crying sin against Christ, 
and those for whom he died, we 
deem ourselves bound to remon- 
strate, through every accessible 
channel of communication. We 
should withdraw from ostensible 
union with those professing Chris- 
tians by whom such a remon- 
strance would be disallowed or 
rejected. 

In the earnest hope that, at the 
approaching Anniversary meet- 
ing of the ‘‘ Baptist Union” in 
the metropolis, this subject will 
be brought under discussion, we 
are anxious previously to submit 
it to your consideration. We 
further venture to recommend to 
you, in your several local associ- 
ations which may assemble im 
the meantime, or in your separate 
churches, to prepare and transmit 
to the Secretaries of the Union, a 
decided expression of your sen- 
timents. We hope that thus the 
collective and harmonious voices 
of our churches, enforced by the 
authority of our Saviour, and at- 
tended by his Spirit, may ap- 
peal with resistless power to the 
consciences and best affections of 
our transatlantic brethren; and 
promote, through the length and 
breadth of their land, the triumph 
of humanity, justice, liberty, and 
Christian philanthropy. 

Weare, dear brethren, your affec- 
tionate fellow-servants of Christ 


T. Wittcocks, 
T. Horron, 
S. Nicnorson, Plymouth. 
J. Wrps, Stonehouse. 


Devonport. 
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ON THE CONNEXIONS IN WHICH THE DOCTRINE OF 
ELECTION IS FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURES. 


(Continued from page 148.) 


3. Election is also exhibited in 
the Scriptures as securing the ac- 
complishment of the design of the 
death of Christ. 

This design was the glory of 
God in the salvation of men. 
The argumentative portion of our 
Lord’s prayer in John xvii. is abun- 
dantly confirmatory of this state- 
ment. ‘I have glorified thee on 
the earth,” said the Saviour, 
anticipating the consummation of 
his work and_ sufferings below. 
* T have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. I have 
declared unto them thy name, and 
will declare it.” Declaring the 
name of God is equivalent to 
promoting his honour. The con- 
stant aim and prayer of the Re- 
deemer was, that his Father might 
be honoured by all that he should 
do and suffer. “Father, glorify 
thy name. Now is the Son of 
man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him.” To the manifestation 
of God’s glory to mankind, or, to 
adopt the language of the Saviour, 
to the glorifying of God on earth, 
it was necessary, not only that in 
his sufferings Christ should display 
the holiness and justice of the 
divine character and government, 
that the perfections of God should 
be presented in delightful har- 
mony, while the basis of human 
hope was laid ; but that the salva- 
tion of many of our race should 
be rendered infallibly certain. 
God might indeed have been 
glorified in the work of the 
Redeemer, though none of our 
race accepted his salvation, It 
might have been shown that the 


salvation of men was possible | 


without infringing upon divine 
purity and justice, and in some 
parts of the universe this might 


have become a matter for devout 
and admiring praise; but to us, 
little capable of so much abstrac- 
tion, it was necessary to the 
honour of God, not only to 
demonstrate the possibility of 
human redemption, but to make 
that redemption a matter real, 
fixed, and certain. The deliver- 
ance of many from woe must be 
actually accomplished. 

Purpose and completion are 
with God, in some respects, one 
and the same thing. What he in- 
tends, is equally certain with what 
he does, so that in the absence of 
the actual salvation of men 
through the blood of Christ, there 
must be the purpose to effect this 
salvation, nor must this purpose 
be contingent, or dependant on 
our volitions, it must not be liable 
to frustration by succeeding ar- 
rangements. Those who shall be 
saved must be so fixed upon, so 
determined in the divine counsels, 
as to obviate all doubt. They 
must be given into the hands of 
the mediator so as that it should 
thenceforward become his busi- 
ness to render his interposition 
for them effectual. 

Now, if we turn to the language 
of Scripture, we shall find pre- 
cisely this arrangement made. 
Jesus is said to have given him- 
self for the church; the objects 
of his redemption are specific and 
determined: ‘¢ When thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, 
he shall see his seed.” The 
salvation of men was the joy 
that animated and sustained his 
courage, but this joy was set 
before him. The pleasure of the 
Lord, it is expressly said, should 
prosper in his hand; no obstacle 
should thwart it, no difficulties 
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should impede or lessen it. To 
what degree it should prosper we 
are not informed ; it is not for us 
to know how many and who shall 
ultimately be saved ; enough that 
our salvation is possible, and will 
assuredly be effected, unless we 
wilfully reject the gospel: but 
Jesus did know; the extent of his 
reward was before him; all the 
pain of doubt and uncertainty is 
removed from his mind, and the 
assurances given to us show that 
the purpose of Christ to glorify 
God in the salvation of men is 
secured. 

It is observable, moreover, that 
amid all his pain at the treatment 
of his message and of himself, the 
heart of the Redeemer recurs to 
this certainty as affording incon- 
ceivable delight. <‘ All that the 
Father giveth me shall come unto 
me. This is the Father’s will 
which hath sent me, that of them 
which he hath giyen me I should 
lose none. My sheep hear my 
voice; I know them, and they 
follow me. And they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hands. My Fa- 
ther who gave them me is greater 
than all.” In these passages, 
some past transaction, giving him 
an especial interest in a portion 
of the family of man, is referred 
to. Many of the Jews rejected 
Christ; many who professed to 
receive him would afterwards 
desert his cause; but still the 
salvation of his sheep was secure. 
They were given to him. ‘ Thine 
they were, and thou gavest them 
me.” This past transaction was 
nothing else than the forming of 
the sovereign purpose we are con- 
sidering. It was this which gave 
men to the Redeemer, and insured 
their salvation, so that election 
pledges the fulfilment of the 
designs of the death of Christ. 
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Conceive it withdrawn from the 
Christian system, and what then 
will be the consequence to the 
character of God, to the work of 
Christ, and to the fate of the human 
family ? The results of the scheme 
of mercy would be thrown into un- 
certainty ; sinners might be saved, 
or they might not; the blood of 
Christ, shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins, might be effectual, 
or it might be poured forth in 
vain; the splendid apparatus of 
means set in operation to glorify 
God in saving men might succeed, 
or it might fail. God’s thoughts 
of kindness might issue in good, 
or end in disappointment. The 
plains of heaven might be crowded 
with sinners from our world, owing 
their elevation to the mercy of 
God in Jesus Christ, or they might 
be empty and deserted: but then 
what becomes of the wisdom, the 
love, the power, the justice, the 
truth of the Most High? and how 
shall we show that there was either 
grace or wisdom in Christ’s con- 
senting to die for us? The sal- 
vation of men could have been 
rendered certain as well as pos- 
sible; and who would undergo 
immense toil and labour, and pay 
a price of inestimable value, the 
price of his own life, for a mere 
possibility, or even for a strong 
probability, when a certainty could 
be attained ? 

This, then, is another of the con- 
nexions of the doctrine of elec- 
tion: it is revealed as rendering 
certain and glorious all the pur- 


poses of the death of Christ. 


4. In the Scripture this doctrine 
is presented as sustaining the hope 
we cherish of the progress of 
religion notwithstanding every ob- 
stacle. 

This particular is so clearly 
connected with the last as to 
supersede the necessity of length- 

2D 
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ened observation. If by election 
the designs of the death of Christ 
are secured, then is the progress 
of his cause in the world put 
beyond question. For sinners to 
be saved, they must believe in the 
Son of God; but ‘‘ how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher? and how 
shall they preach except they be 
sent ?” 

One purpose of Christ in dying 
was, to secure to himself the right 
of bestowing gifts ‘‘ on men, even 
the rebellious, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them,” In 
the clause, even the rebellious, a 
reference may be intended to per- 
sons especially sinful and degraded 
among men, or perhaps to heathen 
nations, flagrantly rebelling against 
God. Among them, efforts. to 
diffuse the blessings of religion 
must be successful. Weare often 
ready to look hopelessly upon 
these efforts;. but the most con- 
fiding faith should rather be 
cherished ; Christ died to secure 
the night of bestowing gifts upon 
men, “even the rebellious.’’ In 
consequence of his death, the 
sceptre of universal authority is 
placed in the Saviour’s hands, so 
that the success of his cause in 
the world is committed to himself, 
He has obtained the right of giving 
the Spirit to render all the means 
of promoting it effectual. 

Not, however, to dwell on these 
considerations, it is more relevant 
to exhibit the direct connexion ap- 
parent in the Scriptures between 
the progress of religion in the 
world, and the doctrine now under 
review. In Acts xiii. we find 
Paul and Barnabas preaching at 
Antioch. Their success seems to 
have been but small at first: the 
Jews opposed them; and though 
the Gentiles desired a repetition of 
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their address, but few seemed to re- 
ceive their testimony. On the next 
sabbath-day, indeed, almost the 
whole city came together to hear 
the word of God ; but the Jews 
were excited to enmity, “‘ contra- 
dicting and blaspheming.” Here, 
then, was sufficient discourage- 
ment; yet, says the historian, “ As 
many as were ordained to eterna. 


| life believed.” Various interpreta- 


im- 
de- 
the 
6e I 


tions have been given of this 
portant declaration, some 
priving it of all reference to 
choice of God in election. 
cannot think, however,” says Dr. 
Guise, “ that in this passage the 
word ordained signifies an internal 
disposition of heart, much less 
that these persons disposed them- 
selves to eternal life. All such 
dispositions are from God, who 


‘works in us both to will and to do 


according to his good pleasure : 
they are rather the fruit and con- 
sequence, than the cause, of that 
faith which purifies the heart. J 
take the being ordained to eternal 
life to be mentioned, not in oppo- 
sition to the contradicting and 
blaspheming Jews (ver. 45), but 
in distinction from others of the 
Gentiles, who were glad, and glo- 
tified, or spoke well of, the word 
of the Lord, mentioned in the for- 
mer part of ver. 48. These seemed 
to be as much disposed to eternal 
life as the rest; but while the 
work went no further than to stir 
up affections of joy and wonder 
in them, there were others of that 
applauding multitude in whom 
it proceeded to saving faith, even 
in ‘such as were ordained to 
eternal life.’ Thus the passage 
intimates, not indeed that all the 
elect in that. assembly believed 
at that time, but that among those 
in whom there were promising 
appearances, such as did believe 
had been chosen to eternal life.” 
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If this view of the passage, pro- 
pounded by a most judicious and 
pious commentator, be correct, 
the connexion between the doctrine 
before us and the progress of re- 
ligion, notwithstanding every ob- 
stacle, is most clearly marked. 

Another somewhat similar pas- 
sage we have in Acts xviii., where 
Paul’s labours at Corinth are nar- 
rated. This city was so sunk in 
crime and degradation, that xo- 
evesaZes, to act like a Corinthian, 
was synonymous with pursuing a 
course of deep and disgraceful de- 
bauchery. As if this were not 
sufficient to discourage the apos- 
tle, his labours there were greatly 
opposed and thwarted. Some 
were converted; but the Jews in 
general withstood him, and blas- 
phemed. Under these circum- 
stances, ‘‘ the Lord spake to Paul 
in the night by a vision, Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace; for I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee, to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in 
this city.” The last clause of 
this quotation isremarkable. Few 
-had as yet received the gospel. 
God could have much people 
there, only as he purposed to con- 
vert many to himself. The inti- 
mation is given to Paul, to assure 
him, that, however opposed and 
discouraged, his work in that city 
must be successful; and successful 
it was, to an extent far beyond the 
most sanguine expectations. See 
1 Epist. 1.49; vi. 9—11. 

Other illustrations under the 
present particular are not neces- 
sary ; these are sufficient to show 
the connexion stated; and they 
may sustain our hope as to the 
labours we may conduct for the 
success of God’s cause in the 
world. He has determined to 
save man by the instrumentality 
of his truth. “‘ My word shall not 
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return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that whereunto it. is 
sent. The wilderness and the 
solitary place shall become glad, 
and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose: I, the Lord, 
will hasten it in its time.” 

5. The doctrine of election ts 
presented in the Scriptures as an: 
incentive to personal holiness. 

This is one of the most fre- 
quent and obvious of all the con- 
nexions in which itis found. That 
we should be holy, is the great 
end, so far as. we are personally 
concerned, for which we are dis- 
tinguished ‘by divine mercy. 
**God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and> 
the belief of the truth.” «“‘Whom 
he did foreknow, them he also 
did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son. For this 
is the will of God, even your 
sanctification. Ye are a chosen: 
generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people, 
that ye should show forth the 
praises, or declare the virtues, of 
him who: hath called you out: of 
darkness into his. marvellous: 
light.” “The grace of God, which 
bringeth salvation to all men, hath 
appeared, teaching us, that, deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.” 
“He hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy, and without 
blame before him in love.” Such 
are some of the very clear de- 
clarations of the doctrine before 
us, abundantly illustrating the 
connexion now being remarked 
upon. Election becomes an in- 
centive to personal holiness, as it 


| describes this holiness to be the 


end of God concerning us, An 
end approved by his wisdom 
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is fit to be aimed at by our- 
selves, especially when we con- 
sider our obligations to him by 
whom it is desired and intended. 
If our own happiness were no 
way concerned, a sufficient in- 
centive would still be supplied. 
He who is infinitely wise and gra- 
cious, and who by his manifold 
kindness has laid us under the 
strongest obligation to approve 
and pursue all that he approves, 
wills our holiness. The appeal is 
made to our love and gratitude. 
Election also places before us the 
model— in Christ, the first elect— 
after which our character is to be 
formed. We are “ predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of 
his Son ;” and by this doctrine we 
are assured of all the. strength 
and grace we need, to enable us 


to attain the holiness we desire. - 


We are not contemplating an 
unattainable object. The grace 
and strength of God are engaged 
with us; and can the difficulties 
in our way, or the adversaries by 
whom we are assailed, be too 
many or too powerful for him ? 
- The corruptions of our nature 
must be overcome, all adversa- 
ries must be vanquished, and 
perfect resemblance to the Sa- 
viour must be attained, by God’s 
elect. ‘“‘ We shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as heis.” All 
his designs would otherwise be 
reduced to disappointment and 
foolishness ;_ the promises he has 
uttered, the hopes he has inspired, 
instead of strengthening and sus- 
taining us, would become as the 
apples of Sodom, and as the 
grapes of Gomorrha. Let us, 
then, meditate on this powerful 
incentive, till our spirit is stirred 
within us, and till our arm is 
nerved for the spiritual conflict. 
‘‘Be sober, and hope unto the 
end, for the grace that is to be 
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brought unto us at the revelaton 
of Jesus Christ.” 

6. The doctrine of election is 
exhibited also as a topic of com- 
fort amid the trials of life. ' 

How it may become so, there is 
no difficulty in ascertaining. The 
elect are sharers in thesecurity and 
blessings of a covenant which 
David describes as “ ordered in all 
things, and sure.” It is made, 
not with them, but with the Re- 
deemer. All the conditions it 
imposed on him have been ful- 
filled; his obedience has been 
rendered, his sufferings have been 
sustained; in token of their suffici- 
ency he rose again from the dead, 
and ascended up on high, that he 
might fill all things. All that now 
remains is to perform the promises 
of the covenant to those whom 
Jesus Christ represented. Under 
every circumstance, this consola- 
tion is of unspeakable value. It 
dispels the gloom occasioned by 
our own weakness and insuffi- 
ciency for the spiritual conflict; it 
sustains beneath the weight of af- 
fliction; and it affords the assured 
hope of victory over all the temp- 
tations to which we are exposed. 

Perhaps in 2 Sam, xxiii. 5, 
there is a reference to the doctrine 
we have been stating. David in- 
dividualizes himself as looking for 
the blessings of the covenant spe- 
cified: his family might not be 
made to grow into power and 
greatness, yet this covenant would 
be performed. The passage con- 
tains some of the last words 
that David uttered, when, as 
a man of piety, he would na- . 
turally dwell upon the expecta- 
tion of spiritual and eternal bless- 
ings; he speaks of the covenant 
as everlasting, and as involving 
the whole of his salvation and de- 
sire. What a scene is presented 


to our view! David, feeble with 
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age, furrowed with care, afflicted 
in his family, and dropping into 
the grave, yet rejoicing in his own 
interest in God's covenant of mer- 
cy. Often has tle scene been re- 
peated: many asaint, feeble, care- 
worn, and afflicted, has abundant- 
ly rejoiced in the covenant of God, 
the eternal purpose which he pur- 
posed in Christ before the world 
began. ‘Though he slay me,” 
said Job, ‘‘yet will I trust in him.” 
“Although,” said Habakkuk, ‘‘the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the la- 
bour of the olive shall fail, and 
the field shall yield no meat; the 
flocks shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls ; yet will [ rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation.” 

As directly illustrative of this 
part of the subject, let recourse be 
had to Romans viii. The doctrine 
of election maintains a conspicu- 
ous place in that chapter, and its 
connexion with individual hope 
and consolation is clearly evinced, 
ver. 26—39. No sorrow can oc- 
eur, which the apostle has not in- 
claded i in his list; no adversary, 
no purposes of mischief can offer, 
beyond what he refers to ; yet be- 
neath every ill there is ample con- 
solation. ‘‘Inall these things we 
are more than conquerors through 
him that hath loved us.” 

7. The doctrine is also put as 
a motive to devout thankfulness 
and devotion. 

Abundant illustration will here 
occur to the reader’s mind. He 
will think of Paul’s thankfulness 
on behalf of the Ephesians, chap. 
i, ver. 3—9. He will naturally 
recur to 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14, where 
the apostle expresses gratitude 
for the choice itself, not its conse- 
quent blessings, of which the 
Thessalonians were the objects. 
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“We give thanks, because God hath 
chosen you to salvation,” &c. 
Such will be the natural result of 
regarding ourselves as distinguish- 
ed by the kindness and love of 
God, especially when we bear in 
mind that his thoughts were occu- 
pied on our redemption before the 
world was formed. Thus it was 
with Paul: “God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great loye where- 
with he hath loved ws, even’ when 
we were dead in trespassesand sins. 
To me, the chief of sinners, Jesus 
Christ hath showed all the riches 
of his long-suffering and mercy. 
By the grace of God I am what L 

m.” Let insensibility mark those 
who are yet under the power of 
iniquity; we must retain such a 
sense of obligation for God’s 
quickening grace as shall break 
forth in praises ; we must, we will 
ascribe honour and glory, and 
power and praise, “to him that 
sitteth upon the ‘throne, and to the 
Lamb, for ever.’ 

Such are some of the connex: 
ions in which the doctrine of elec- 
tion is presented in the sacred vo- 
lume; and by the views these 
passages exhibit must our senti- 
ments on this mysterious doctrine 
be guided. It may contain depths 
which we cannot fathom, and 
difficulties which we cannot ex- 
plore or adjust ; but who can won- 
der at this? It relates to the 
thoughts and purposes of him, of 
whom it is said by the prophet, 
“Verily, thou art a God that 
hidest thyself, O God of Is- 
rael, the Saviour.” Instead of 
stumbling at these difficulties, let 
us rather be thankful that so 
many that might befall our in- 
quiries are removed ; that with all 
our ignorance we yet know 
enough to justify the ways of God 
to men, and open to us the rich 

consolation of hope. 
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The doctrine of election dis- 
covers the deep, the infinite wis- 
dom of the Most High. It gives 
certain success to the most com- 
passionate of all his dispensations 
to man; throws the bright rays 
of hope over the darkest and 
most portentous scenes through 
which we pass; and touches a 
chord in our hearts, whose vibra- 
tions yield him the grateful music 
of devotion, love, and holy zeal. 
A wise master-builder forms his 
plan, before the foundation of his 
mtended structure is laid; a skilful 
general orders all the movements 
of his army, ere a detachment is 
permitted to march; the wisdom 
of the master-mind in either case 
is traced in the precision with 
which the plan was formed, and 
the certainty with which it is ear- 
ried into execution. Of God it 
must be acknowledged, ‘‘his work 
is perfect.” The end is known 
from the beginning, and it is se- 
cured and expedited by every 
thing that occurs. 

Election is not a mere arbitrary 
determination for which no reason 
exists, and which forces into con- 
nexion things mutually disagree- 
ing. Though we cannot trace the 
reason of the determination in 
each separate case, to God a rea- 
son appears amply sufficient to 
sustain its wisdom and its mercy. 
I may be unable to tell why he 
hath chosen me as the object of 
his especial favour. He, however, 
could tell; and perhaps, among 
the discoveries granted to me in 
eternity, this may be one; but if 
not, still 1 can have no doubt that 
the choice is wise, well-founded, 
and worthy of God. “Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight.” The expression, “seem- 
ed good,” is strong. Not merely 
is there a determination that a 
certain course shall be taken; that 
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determination is wise, the course 
is worthy of God ; it seemed good 
in his sight. Into the wisdom of 
each particular choice it is not ne- 
cessary or expedient to attempt to 
penetrate. That wisdom, in rela- 
tion to the choice in general, 
whomsoever it may include, is 
abundantly sustained by its influ- 
ence upon the work of Christ, and 
upon the character and destiny of 
man. It is wisdom which sub- 
verts the cunning and policy of 
the devil, and renders his machi- 
nations subservient to the promo- 
tion of God’s glory. 

Often is this doctrine thought 
to wear a discouraging aspect to 
the inquiring sinner; and that 


‘views of it having this tendency 


are sometimes taken, will not be 
questioned : it is, however, of im- 
portance to observe, that these 
views are not scriptural. Election 
is simply the purpose of God to 
render effectual the obedience and 
sufferings of the Redeemer: it 
ensures the bestowment of mercy, 
through his atonement, on every 
humble suppliant. Is there any- 
thing discouraging in this? It 
behoves that what sinners are re- 
quired to believe, should be clearly 
placed before them. We have not 
to dwell upon the question of their 
individual election of God, but 
must tell only that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save the 
guilty, that none can seck his mer- 
cy in vain. It is impossible not 
to admire the beautiful and en- 
couraging declaration of our Lord, 
“Him that cometh unto me, I 
will in nowise cast out;” a de- 
claration which will be found in 
close connexion with a statement 
of the doctrine before us. <All 
that the Father giveth me, shall 
come unto me; and him that 
cometh unto me, I will in nowise 
cast out.” Christ cheers himself 
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by a reference to the purpose of 
God, which ensured the salvation 
of some ; but even at this very mo- 
ment utters one of the most en- 
couraging sentiments that ever fell 
from his lips. Who shall say, after 
this, that the doctrine wears a 
gloomy aspect towards the in- 
quirer after eternal life ? 

That the doctrine harmonizes 
with every part of revealed truth, 
and that, in pursuing the conduct 
it supposes, God acts as he does in 
all other instances, it would be 
easy to show. Perhaps, however, 
another essay may be given on 
this subject. In the mean time, 
it is to be borne in mind, that we 
do not describe God as decreeing 
without a reason, and to no end. 
Such conduct in men would be 
foolish; it could not be wise in him. 
His decrees and doings are sove- 
reign, truly; he gives no account of 
this or any of his matters; still, 
he wills nothing without the best 
reason, Real glory to: himself, 
and real good to the creation, not 
otherwise attainable, are advanced 
by his determinations; and, though 
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we may be entirely ignorant of the 
kind or degree of good, or how 
it shall be secured, to God’s view 
it is always present. Jt seemed 
good in his sight to act and deter- 
mine as he has done. ‘O the 
depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding 
out !” 

Our efforts to diffuse the gos- 
pel of Christ in the world derive 
from the doctrine we have con- 
templated the richest encourage- 
ment; they are put forth on behalf 
of a cause which must be success- 
ful. The employment of the 
means, and the glorious result, 
are alike included within the in- 
tentions of the Most High. His 
servants must labour, his people 
must contribute, and they must 
work, praying always. Thus 
shall his word go forth ; ‘ the wil- 
derness and the solitary place 
shall become glad; and all the 
earth shall see the salvation of our 
God.” Ss. G. 

Walworth. 
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FAITH AND FRUITION. 


Oh, itis sweet to live by faith, 
And cast my burdens on the Lord ; 
To credit what my Saviour saith, 
And rest securely on his word ! 


To find a refuge in his breast 
From eyery deep-corroding care ! 
To feel that calm and peaceful rest 
Which none but Zion’s children 
share !— 


To look beyond this vale of tears, 
And see my home prepared above ! 
To rise superior to my fears, 
And realize the Saviour’s love ! 


‘To welcome all his sovereign will, 
And in his constant care confide ; 
To claim Him as my portion still, 
Though every creature-stream were 
dried !— 


To trust Him in the darkest hour, 
When clouds obscure his smiling 
face ; 
And triumph over Satan’s power, 
Strengthened by all-sufficient grace ! 


| Oh, these are drops of sacred bliss, 


Which in this desert-land are given ; 
But the full streams of happiness 
Can only be enjoyed in heaven ! 
w. 
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A History of the Church, from the Earliest 
Ages to the Reformation. By the Rev. 
G. Wappineton, M.A. 8vo. 1 vol. 
—Baldwin and Cradock, Paternoster 
Row. 


Ecclesiastical history, at all times 
very important, assumes, in the 
present condition of our country, 
more than common interest. The 
affairs of Christian churches are 
daily advancing towards most im- 
portant changes. Difficulties, aris- 
ing out of the operation of existing 
laws, and the conflicts of parties, 
require the most profound attention 
of government, and exercise all the 
wisdom of our rulers. Some parties 
are grieved by present oppression, 
and others are full of anxiety for the 
future. In the labours of Christian 
benevolence, some individuals are 
forced to the utmost limit of their ca- 
pabilities in exertion; whilst the mo- 
ral destitution of by far the larger 
portion of mankind, continually 
awakens’ the sympathy of our 
churches, and peremptorily de- 
mands a more efficient help than it 
has yet received. Daily triumphs 
prove the influence of gospel truth ; 
yet, after so many ages, the truth 
has not produced its legitimate 
and predicted result. The cry 
for church reform reverberates on 
every breeze, and one suggestion 
follows another with a rapidity 
which confuses the inquirer, and 
bids defiance to calm and satisfac- 
tory experiment. The national 
church is surrounded with difti- 
culties. Her most obvious laws 
are reduced to a doubtful character ; 
and, instead of clear and incontro- 
vertible axioms, which no one can 
mistake, all men seem to be con- 
founded with problems that cannot 
be solved. Insuch a state, perhaps 
it would be wise to retrace the ex- 
perience of past ages. For though 
the fathers may not have been per- 
fect in all things, children might 
learn, from the errors of their pa- 
rents, how to correct their own mis- 


takes, and guide their future con- 
duct. ‘ 

A history of the church suited to 
this purpose, and within the reach 
of ordinary readers, is at present 
greatly wanted. Most of those 
which have been written are too 
much tinctured with party preju- 
dices. The labour required in such 
a performance is very great; the 
qualities necessary to constitute the 
historian, in a case where so many 
interests are involved, and no one 
can be altogether free from their 
influence, are rarely to be met 
with in one mind; and perhaps it 
will be found that the task itself is 
far beyond the reach of human ca- 
pabilities. = 

Such views should produce mild- 
ness in stating defects, which may 
by any means proceed from human 
infirmity, and consist with sincerity 
in their regard for truth; but in a 
case of so much and such sacred im- 
portance, nothing should be: tole- 
rated which savours of infidelity in 
the design. 

It is to be feared that, however 
dreadful such a charge may seem, 
it must fall with prodigious weight 
on many writers of this class. They 
have entered on their work with a 
fixed determination to support a 
party. Instead of the solemn reve- 
rence for truth which ought to fill 
the mind of an_historian,. they 
have brought into their work a 
levity which would not have se- 
cured for them confidence at the bar 
in a court of justice. The very ob- 
ject of Bossuet, Petavius, and Ba- 
ronius, was to support the church 
of Rome; and they only recorded 
such things, and in such a way, as 
they thought likely to secure their 
purpose. Milner wrote to sustain 
the church of England; and _ his 
work is employed (to use the ex- 
pression of a respectable clergy- 
man) as a feeler, to be put into the 
hands of such dissenters as may be 
esteemed worth an attempt to con- 
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vert them to episcopacy. Mosheim, 
and the century writers of Magde- 
burg, wrote professedly onthe Pro- 
testant side ; and, perhaps, it is not 
too much to say, that they often 
feel the influence of their first de- 
sign. Itwould be well if, at this 
juncture, a man with suflicient 
learning, industry, and faithfulness 
could be found, to trace the rise 
and fall of true religion in the 
church, with the causes and effects 
of such modifications in its, disci- 
pline and character, as are defined 
on the remains of its several ages. 
Mr. Waddington’s History. of the 
Church does not contain all that 
might have been wished for in such 
awork. There are inductions which 
ought to be reviewed at least, if 
not modified. Many points con- 
nected with the vitality of true re- 
ligion in the church have been 
passed over; he is also a church- 
man, and now and then we may 
perceive the marks of his filial 
piety towards so kind and good a 
mother: but, with all its deficien- 
cies, his book forms. a valuable ad- 
dition to our popular reading, and 
wili be studied with great advan- 
tage by the people of this country. 
The whole period comprised in 
the work, though a very important 
one, is a small part of the whole. 
From the beginning of the world 
God has had a church in it, over 
which he has watched with peculiar 
care, and in which he has exhibited 
the principles of his government. 
Great part of the sacred records are 
intended to preserve, for the use of 
present and future generations, the 
leading of Divine Providence inages 
that are past. By the help of these, 
the origin of nations may be traced, 
and ‘the errors through which they 
sank into idolatry and ruin. The 
Old Testament prepares the reader 
to understand the perfection and 
glory of the New. The history of the 
‘New Testament unfolds the worth 
‘and beauty of gospel truth. Just 
where the canon of the New Testa- 
ment closes, Mr. Waddington be- 
gins his history, and he continues it 
through 1300 years, till the refor- 
mation of Luther. Leaving altoge- 
ther for other writers the history of 
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those sections of the church which 
were then formed, and which have 
since that time risen out of the.se- 
veral Protestant establishments. 

Many eminent authors have la- 
boured over the same period. A 
reason for this 1s found in the fact, 
that within these 1800 years the 
great establishment of Rome rose 
into power and sank into decay. 
Since then the Protestant and Rom- 
ish churches have mutually re- 
ferred to ancient records and prac- 
tices,in proof oftheir severalsystems; 
because within these years almost 
all the great questions of church 
polity have been reduced toa full 
experiment. To solve these ques-. 
tions by appealing to the experi- 
ence of antiquity, deserves now the 
most serious attention. 

Mr. Waddington’s work will as- 
sist the reader in this important 


study very much indeed. For ex- 
ample: ; 
The power of divine truth, 


when not encumbered with political 
enactments, is clearly seen in the 
history of those ages which precede 
the reign of Constantine. It is not 
denied that the apostolical age was 
distingnished by miracles, but these 
were intended for another purpose. 
The power of divine doctrines was 
then derived, not so much from 
the belief that they were true, as 
from the feeling of their import- 
ance, and tie operation of the Spi- 
rit of grace. Both these were se- 
cured by the free and generous 
devotedness of ancient Christians, 
churches, and ministers. Whilst 
this character was maintained, no 
earthly power could resist the ad- 
vance of Christianity in the world. 
Instead of depending on the go- 
vernment of any country for assist- 
ance, the gospel, when thus taught, 
saturated every nation with devout 
doctrines in defiance of its govern- 
ment. Such was the extent and 
completeness of the triumph gained 
over heathen darkness, that the na- 
tions were changed. in those general 
points which define the national 
character. Constantine found that 
the best, if not the only, policy for 
gaining the imperial throne, was 
supplied in ‘the profession and 
E 25 
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support of Christianity. Heathen 
Rome was thus subdued. After 
that period no emperor was able to 
restore the pagan worship. The 
whole empire was so far subja- 
gated to the truth, that no created 
power could expel it. The man of 
sorrows had, by the freedom and 
zeal of his followers, conquered, 
within 300 years from his birth, 
the whole civilized world; and he 
thus left, for the instruction of pos- 
terity, an everlasting proof, that his 
doctrines, aided by his Spirit, were 
destined to reveal his own indepen- 
dent omnipotence. 

This is now called the voluntary 
principle, which consists in leaving 
religion to its own merits; propa- 
gating it only by means of its own 
benevolent zeal, and the assist- 
ance of divine grace; and claiming 
in the church obedience to nothing 
besides the authority of God, and 
the truth which was written by his 
inspiration. 

Next to the power which, in 
its divinely authorized simplicity, 
the gospel exerted over heathen na- 
tions, is that vigorous health with 
which it resisted the principles of 
error, which made their appearance 
in the church itself. These were 
so various, that they indicate a de- 
cided intention, entertained with 
constancy by the enemy of souls, 
and prosecuted with rigour and 
skill by many hands, to destroy the 
purity of Christian doctrine, and 
corrupt the discipline of the 
churches. Every office was assailed 
by temptations to corruption; and 
every great truth was injured by 
some sophistical appendage. The 
terms of membership, and the treat- 
ment of members, were points at 
which great efforts were expended ; 
and with all their simplicity, the 
two sacraments which Jesus had 
established stood like marks for 
the enemies of mankind. But no 
rigour or constancy could secure 
success for the powers of darkness. 
Errors were introduced ; but, till the 
beginning of the third century, they 
were not considerable. During the 
latter part of the third century they 
were more prominent. But the 
prominence of such questions as 
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the time of celebrating a feast, kc., 
indicated an earnestness in adher- 
ing to the law of Christ, which no- 
thing could effectually overturn. 
Consequently the 300 years which 
preceded the reign of Constantine 
is the purest as well as the most 
powerful part of the church’s his- 
tory. It must be assailed in a 
world of sin; but nothing could de- 
stroy or even endanger the purity 
of the church, until she became dis- 
honoured by political alliances. 

To those 300 years of the charch’s 
history which preceded the reign 
of Constantine, writers on the evi- 
dences of Christianity refer for 
that proof of its divine origin which 
is supplied in the practical influ- 
ence of its doctrines. They also 
afford an explanation of two very 
important facts in history. When 
Constantine had reached the throne, 
he found the whole empire of Rome 
filled with the ruinous results of 
war. The same may also be stated 
respecting Charlemagne of France. 
Both these kings were great poli- 
ticians, and strongly influenced by 
a desire to promote the welfare of 
the countries over which they ruled, 
They both employed the Christian 
religion as a means to promote civil 
improvements. Each king adapted 
himself to the existing state of the 
church. He paid the price, both 
in courtesy and in favours of a 
more earthly kind, which was ne- 
cessary to secure the influence of 
churches and ministers in his de- 
sign. To this he must have been 
led by the great moral power which 
Christian men had acquired during 
their persecutions. But in each 
case the policy was unsuccessful. 
From the moment that Constantine 
brought this instrument into his 
cabinet, he found it unmanageable. 
He and Charlemagne both sank 
under the weighty consequences of 
theirjerror. Whilst religion was free, 
it became a blessing to all, like the 
light of heaven; but the moment it 
became entrammelled with political 
designs, the nations which had been 
astonished and enriched by its be- 
nefits, were oppressed and ruined 
by its corruptions ; and the mistake 
into which these two great monarchs 
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were urged, must be placed amongst 
the principal causes that led to the 
production of those dark and guilty 
ages which followed their several 
reigns. 

“‘By whatsoever motives of genuine 
piety these two sovereigns may really 
have been influenced, it is certain that 
their ecclesiastical institutions were 
chiefly regulated for political ends.’”’— 
p- 441. 


Hence, the histories of Constan- 
tine and Charlemagne serve to de- 
cide another great question in 
church polity; namely, What 
would be the result of combining 
civil with ecclesiastical power, in 
the constitution and government of 
the church? This is the bauble 
that deluded our fathers; and with 
which their children are too much 
pleased. The first considerable 
step, was that of legalizing the ar- 
bitrations of bishops (pastors) in 
cases of dispute between the mem- 
bers of their own churches. By 
this step, every Christian minis- 
ter became a magistrate. These 
were divided by Constantine in- 
to Patriarchates, Archbishopricks, 
Bishopricks, &c., &c. Charlemagne 
found’ all this apparatus fo hie 
hands ; but in order to obtain the fa- 
vour of his own clergy, and the 
still more important influence of the 
clergy in Rome, he not only in- 
creased the temporal privileges and 
wealth of the clergy in other res- 
pects, he even submitted to receive 
his crown at the hand of the pope. 
Attracted by such baits, bad men 
sought the clerical habit; and 
wicked clergymen, when thus flat- 
tered, grew insolent. Gregory the 
Great employed the energies of a 
mighty mind in augmenting the 
power of his church; Hildebrand 
ripened his policy; and Boniface 
the VIII. carried to its highest 
point of effrontery the insolence of 
pampered baseness. There is no 
inconsistency in supposing that 
those who make kings in the name 
of God, should by the same autho- 
rity unmake them. Consequently, 
the Bishop of Rome, who crowned 
Charlemagne, and to whom he look- 
ed for support in his designs, had 
in afew years become sufliciently 
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dreadful to dethrone with outrage- 
ous insult Frederic, the successor 
of his patron. This experiment 
verifies the wisdom of our Saviour’s 
rule, “ My kingdom is not of this 
world ;” and proves at the same 
time, that no deviation from this 
rule can be beneficial, either to the 
government which allows the folly, 
or to the church which has the 
baseness to desire it. 

From the time of Constantine to 
the present day, there have existed 
in the church two classes of active 
agency; one relates to the political 
interests with which the church has 
been connected, the other relates to 
the extension of its spiritualinfluence 
over individual men and nations: 
the latter has always been supplied 
by voluntary exertions. As in the 
present day, the missionary labours 
of the church, and the instruction 
of the poor in every country, have 
been thus maintained. It is only 
when these efforts of Christian zeal 
have concentrated a great moral 
power, that politicians have sought, 
by compulsion and worldly influ- 
ence, to render them subservient to 
their own purposes. But when 
that worldly influence has been in- 
fused into such institutions, they 
have lost their vital energy, and 
sunk into uselessness and corrup- 
tion. 

Mr. Waddington’s book does 
not include the history of Protes- 
tant churches. Butitis necessary 
that this should be studied, to com- 
plete our practical knowledge in 
this country. The yoke of ecclesi- 
astical power was found too heavy 
to be endured. When, therefore, 
the voluntary labour of Luther and 
his brethren had concentrated the 
moral force which made it safe, 
both Frederic of Saxony, and 
Henry VIII. of England, gladly 
broke away from their bondage. 
They did not set the religion of 
their countries free, but made thé 
church subject to the throne. The 
power of regulating religious wor- 
ship was transferred from popes to 
kings. Christ, the Lord of all, was 
still dishonoured ; and, consequent- 
ly, the experiment of the reformed 


| churches has led to similar results 
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with those which were produced in 
the Roman Catholic tyranny. 

The rise and continuance of 
every church establishment, since 
they involve an effort to turn the 
current of religions feeling into a 
channel formed by human contri. 
vance, and to force the performance 
of acts which God has not com- 
manded, require a perpetual suc- 
cession of defensive movements 
to guard the system from public 
opinions, and the complaints of 
such: as ate oppressed. Almost 
every remonstrance has, therefore, 
been met in every couutry by one 
artifice. When complaintis brought 
against the oppression, those who 
hold the unjust power will confess 
the grievance, appear to sympa- 
thize, unite in the demand for re- 
formation, and make every measure, 
advanced as a remedy, lead, by its 
very construction, to increase and 
perpetuate the evil. Since the fall 
of Boniface VIII., all the renowned 
policies of Italy and the Christian 
church have consisted in little more 
thaa artfully meeting the promise of 
reform, by measures which conceal, 
whilst they -increase, oppression. 
Thus, from the very formation of the 
English hierarchy, complaints have 
been laid before the throne, with 
petitions for religious liberty. 
These petitions, when so loud and 
solemn as to render contempt dan- 
gerous, have been met with pro- 
mises of relief; and the relief 
which has been given, has rendered 
the oppression more healthful and 
continuous. The compulsory sys- 
tem, as it now stands, must from its 
Own grossness sink into ruin in a 
few years ; whilst the reform of the 
Establishnent which now invites the 
confidence of this nation, will post- 
pone the church’s emancipation for 
centuries. 

Sinners can never repair the in- 
jury of their offence ; it is not often 
that they can retrace their paths, so 
as to enjoy again the blessings of 
virtue. In the church this requires 
apeculiar supply of Divine grace, 
even in the case of individual 
offences: but when the whole body 
has sinned, and gone away from 
God, resigning the good word of 


his grace in favour of human laws 
and worldly oppressions, it seems 
as though the grievous crime had no 
propitiation ; for history has not re- 
corded one case in which a church, 
thus sinning, has ever returned 
again to gospel simplicity. 

The advance of literature, though 
within its own pale, was of al! other 
things most dreadful to the corrupt- 
ed church. But, whilst it could 
not endure the light, the sincere 
efforts of any ruler have never be- 
come effective in adyancing its re- 
storation from sin. Gregory the 
Great had many great and good 
qualities, but these were of small 
utility in the papal chair. Hine- 
mar of Rheims was generously de- 
voted to great designs, which pro- 
duced no really advantageous re- 
sult. Louis IX., the king of France 
and Emperor, seems to have been 
really pious. ‘He loved his subjects, 
and had his lot been cast in happier 
days, hewould have loved mankind ; 
but the principles of his church so 
contracted those of his religion, that 
his benevolence could never ex- 
pand itself into philanthropy.” 

Louis IX. is not the only ruler 
that has felt his imbecility here; 
and there are other influences which 
have resulted in the same inutitity. 
Individuals amongst the laity have 
learned to discover the impositions 
of the church, and to complain. 
The local clergy often felt the in- 
fluence of truth, At times men oceu- 
pied the papal chair, who longed 
for some correction of existing evils. 
The monastic orders rose for the 
express purpose of correcting 
abnses, and these were at length 
armed with the Inquisition. But 
every effort fell by one or the other 
of two great evils: either it was 
drawn into the general vortex of po- 
litical influence, and thus became 
absorbed in the general disease ; or, 
stigmatized as heresy, its agents 
were driven by fire and sword from 
the habitations of men. Ifthe expe- 
rience of 1836 years may justify an 
opinion, and history is in any degree 
worthy of belief, it should seem 
that nothing human is. so difficult to 
reform as a corrupted church. 
Pollution there, like leprosy in the 
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walls of a house, can only be re- 
moved by dissolution. 

Amongst those who have pleaded 
for truth and purity (regarded as 
the followers of Jesus in the apos- 
tolic age, but when Dominic and 
Innocent Tfl. urged the crusade 
against the Albigeois, stigmatized 
as heretics) will be recognised the 
suffering fathers of our own de- 
nomination ;_ seen obscurely at so 
great a distance, yet great, and wor- 
thy of great veneration. They are 
found in every age bearing their 
solemn protest against every cor- 
ruption of divine truth, and every 
change in the divine sacrameuts. 
Sometimes they seem to be lost in 
the deluge of corruption, and are 
passed over as if they had no exist- 
ence; at other times their growing 
strength is recorded in flame and 
blood, and horrible defamations. 
This was the case when Bernard, 
regarded by some until this very 
day a saint, turned that destructive 
storm of guilty passion, which he 
had raised for Palestine, into a cru- 
sade, bloody and_ destructive, 
against Pierre de Bruys, and our 
afflicted fathers who followed Christ 
with him in Languedoc. Falling 
beneath his unrelenting, rage, they 
gained the’ crown of martyrdom. 
But that providential care which 
has still preserved the truth through 
all vicissitudes, sustained its advo- 
cates, and kept their children to 
this very day, ought never to be 
forgotten. ‘‘ Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling-place through all ge- 
nerations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting; thou art God.” 


Mr. Waddington’s book has the. 


merit of being at least adapted to 
diminish the prejudice of existing 
parties in the church in reference to 
each other, and proves that all have 
reason rather to repent of their own 
sins, than despise their brethren be- 
cause of their infirmities. 
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The history of the Christian 
church is full of interest on an- 


other account. It seems to unfold 
with so much distinctness the un- 
conquerable nature of sin. This.de- 
filed paradise, ruined the ante- 
dilivian families, polluted the pa- 
triarchal altars, and turned. the na- 
tions to idolatry ; it. .defiled the 
Jewish temple, and. reduced that fa- 
voured people to practical atheism; 
and now it has produced in the 
chureh of Christ anapostasy which 
in every department stands, with 
full-grown strength, a man of this 
mighty sin. The multifarious forms 
and artifices of this enormity, 
sketched by the hand of an apostle, 
have been unfolded with greater dis- 
tinctness through every succeeding 
age. This daring and rebellious 
hand has blotted the sacred page, 
and forbidden the study of. God’s 
holy word ; changed the sacraments 
of our Lord fer absurdities; denied 
the atonement of Jesus; and: inter- 
cepted the act of a sinner’s faith in 
God. Divine worship has been de- 
based on one hand to heartless for- 
mality ; on the other, to an exhibi- 
tion of absurdities that would dis- 
grace a theatre or pantomime. The 
Christian ministry has often descend- 
ed from its high and holy elevation, 
to serve politiciansin enforce mea- 
sures too unjust to be borne without 
a garb of religion to conceal their 
deformity ; and finally, when, by 
such prostitution of their dignity, 
these servants of Jesus have ac- 
quired sufficient power, they have 
assumed with blasphemous. teme- 
rity the prerogative of God him- 
self to dispose of nations, and dis- 
honour kings, and to fix the destina- 
tious of eternity. Thus, the hearts 
of men have been revealed, and 
the awful possibilities of human 
sinfulness have been manifested so 
as to justify the final judgment, 
and to show that everlasting ven- 
geance itself is founded in divine 
beneficence. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


A History of Slavery, and its Abolition. 
By Esther Copley, pp. 634. ‘Sunday 
School Union.—We anticipate for this 
volume an extensive circulation, The 
subject is one that still retains, consi- 
derable interest, and will very long be 
connected with the most painful and 
pleasing emotions. The enormities of 
slavery have impressed a foul blot upon 
our common humanity, which even the 
abolition of the practice cannot entirely 
efface. To see this fell monster, how- 
ever, in its present state of prostration, 
with its venomous fangs and talons ex- 
tracted, hopelessly struggling for a pro- 
tracted existence, we certainly regard 
as a redeeming appearance in our dege- 
nerate times. 

Mrs. Copley, with her accustomed di- 
ligence, goodsense, and piety, has col- 
lected and narrated this humiliating his- 
tory in a manner equally creditable to 
herself, andinteresting to her readers. 
The work is comprehended in twenty- 
two sections. The titles of a few of 
these sections will be sufficient to show 
that the plan upon which the history is 
constructed is of considerable extent, 
embracing in its detail statements of 
facts, incidents, and reflections, adapted 
not only to afford the most ample in- 
formation, but also to produce the most 
desirable impression. ‘The origin of 
slavery—Moral effects of slavery— 
Sources of slavery—Slavery among the 
Romans—among the Jews—in Europe 
—Apbolition of slavery,” &c., &c. 

The amiable authoress dedicates the 
volume in the following language : ‘* To 
Thomas Fowell Buxton, Esq., M. P., 
this little volume is respectfully in- 
scribed, as a humble expression of the 
admiration and gratitude due to the 
faithful coadjutor and able successor 
of Wilberforce ; the honoured instru- 
ment in the hand of Divine Provi- 
dence of accomplishing negro emanci- 
pation throughout the British do- 
minions; and the pledged and perse- 
vering advocate of the cause of huma- 
nity and freedom throughout the world.” 

Notes of a Visit to some Parts of Haiti, 
January, 1835. By the Rev. W. Hanna, 
Island Curate of St. George’s, Jamaica. 
Seeley, 1836.—The observations of an in- 
telligent and pious man, upon a part of 
the world to which former events in its 
history still attach uncommon interest. 
The country is known to be one of the 


most beautiful on the earth’s surface ; 
and its black population are said to be 
well disposed, kind, quiet, avd hospi- 
table people. But their civilization 1s 
very imperfect ; and in a religious point 
of view, their condition most melan- 
choly. The government, however, Is 
perfectly tolerant, and a few Wesleyan 
Methodists and Baptists are holding up 
the pure light of the gospel in Port- 
au-Pringe. ‘* What a noble field (ex- 
claims Mr, H.) is here for the labours 
of Christian missionaries!” Lord of the 
harvest, thrust forth more labourers ! 


The Christian Visitor, or Scripture 
Readings, with Expositions and Prayers. 
By Rev. William Jowett, M.A. Seeley, 
1836.—This little book is designed. to 
assist those pious persons who visit the 
poor and the afflicted, in making their 
visits as profitable as they can. It con- 
sists, asthe title intimates, of portions 
of Scripture suitable to be read on such 
occasions, with short expository remarks 
upon them, followed by a prayer. We 
should think it might be used with 
great advantage, not so much, perhaps, 
by reading its expositions to those who 
are visited, as by furnishing suggestions 
to the visitor what he should himself 
say to them, In either case, the ob- 
ject of the excellent author is worthy of 
his character and office—‘ to let fall 
one more drop of mercy into an ocean 
of misery.” 

The Crisis, ur the Approaching Grand 
Religious Revolution, and the Fall of the 
National Churches. By B. D. Bogie, 
B. A., Rector of Lusby. London: Ha- 
milton. 1836.—An attempt to show the 
approaching and speedy overthrow, both 
of the Romish church, and of all State 
Churches, from the predictions of 
the book of the Revelation: written 
with great vigour, and much apparent 
agreement between the events said to 
be pointed at by the prophecy, and the 
prophecy itself, We read the volume 
with unwearied interest, and only wen- 
dered how a clergyman could write sit 
or writing it, could any longer remain 
in achurch which he holds to be doomed 
to destruction. Why does he not cry 
aloud in the warning voice of the book 
he undertakes to interpret, “Come out 
of her, my people ; that ye be not par- 
takers of her sins, and that ye receive | 
not of her plagues!” 


Brief Notices. 


1. The Purity of the Church. A Dis- 
course. By Thomas Morell, Coward College, 
London. 

2. The Alleged Inefficiency of the Volun- 
tary System. A Lecture for the British 
Voluntary Church Society. By the same 
Author, London: Jackson and Walford. 
1836.—These are both of them valuable 
and timely publications. They advocate 
Scripture principles in a Christian tem- 
per, maintaining them by sound reason- 
ing, and vindicating their application 
to present times and circumstances by 
& Convincing appeal to facts. 

The Fountain of Life opened up. By 
John Flavel, A. D.1671. Religious Tract 
Society—A series of forty-two sermons, 
on the mediatorial person, offices, work, 
and glory of the Son of God, by one of 
the most distinguished of the ejected 
ministers, the Fathers of our dissenting 
churches. Perhaps the writings of none 
of them are more characterized by unc- 
tion than those of Flavel, while they 
are at the same time thoroughly prac- 
tical. His style is very methodical, his 
language popular, his inferences re- 
markably pertinent, and his sentiments 
accurate and evangelical. 

Strong Consolation; or the Penitent 
Sinner encouraged. By the, Rev. J. K. 
Foster, Classical and resident Tutor of 
Cheshunt College. London : Thomas Ward 
and Co.—Every pastor accustomed to 
converse with persons awakening to a 
sense of their danger as sinners, knows 
that one of the first difficulties he has 
commonly to remove out of the way of 
returning to God, by faith in his Son, 
arises from mistaken views of the doc- 
trine of election. Mr. Foster’s design 
is, ‘to show that the certainty of the 
elect coming to Jesus Christ and being 
saved by him, affords the anxious sin- 
ner very strong encouragement to ap- 
proach him for this inestimable bless- 
ing.” His train of thought is simple 
and scriptural, and can scarcely be read 
without greatly relieving the difficulty 
of which it treats. 

Illustrations of the Pilgrim’s Progress ; 
accompanied with Extracts from the Work, 
and Descriptions of the Plates; by Ber- 
naurd Barton. And a Biographical Sketch 
of the Life and Writings of Bunyan; by 
Josiah Conder, pp. 49. Fisher, Son, 
and Co.—In all respects this is a most 
elegant publication. The typography 
is admirable; the engravings, especi- 
ally the first, are elaborate and beauti- 
ful specimens of art; and of the com- 
position, it is sufficient to remind the 
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reader of the names of Barton and Con- 
der. The latter has supplied an ex- 
ceedingly interesting biographical sketch 
of Bunyan’s history, accompanied with 
many valuable remarks on his writings, 
particularly that part of them which has 
given such distinction to the name of 
its author. Besides the uncommonly 
Superior portrait of Bunyan, and a 
highly interesting vignette, the work 
contains twelve engravings, the designs 
and execution of which will certainly 
secure for them more than ordinary at- 
tention. The former half of these are 
appropriated to the first part of the 
work, and are entitled: Christian got 
up to the gate—The palace called 
Beautiful—Christian passing the cave of 
Pope and Pagan—Christian and Hope- 
ful escaping from Doubting Castle—The 
Delectable Mountains—The pilgrims on 
Mount Clear. The latter six are illus- 
trative of the second part, and are re- 
presentations of “ The pilgrims—Chris- 
tiana and her children at the wicket- 
gate—The shepherd boy in the Valley of 
Humiliation—Destruction of Doubting 
Castle—The river of the water of life 
—The land of Beulah. These are 
scenes which the eye of piety may con- 
template with much instruction ; for, 
while admiring the taste and skill of the 
artist, it can scarcely fail to occur, that 
“Tt is written, eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” 

The Elements of Latin Grammar, for 
the use of Schools. By Richard Hiley, 
Author of “An English Grammar,” &c. &c. 
Simpkin and Marshall, 1836.—Mr. Hiley 
proposes ‘‘to furnish the student, at a 
trifling expense, with a good first and se- 
cond Latin grammar.” With this view, 
it has been his object to supply, under 
proper heads, information from larger 
works, to which students in general 
have notaccess. Such a work has doubt- 
less been much required ; and, so far as 
the accidence is concerned, the author 
has succeeded in comprising under the 
ordinary arrangement much information 
which is not generally given, In the 
syntax, Mr, Hiley has generally fol- 
lowed the plan of the Eton Grammar, 
and has added some useful matter ; but 
this system itself is susceptible of great 
improvement, and no work will supply 
the desideratum Mr, Hiley mentions, 
which is not founded on principles 
somewhat more clear and philosophical. 
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OBITUARY. 


MR. W. BASTIMAN. 


The methods of Divine Providence are 
often mysterious, and‘on many occasions, 
apparently, very much so in the disposal 
of life and death. The good and the 
useful, who were the “ light of the 
world, and the salt of the earth,” aud 
who, by their Christian spirit and ex- 
ample, diffused around them the know- 
ledge and the savour of the religion of 
Jesus, have been removed by death 
from the church. and the world, in early 
life, and in the midst of usefulness, 
Many such characters have been so re- 
moved, when it, appeared to those ac- 
quainted with them, exceedingly desira- 
ble that they should have continued in 
the present world, to prosecute those 
works of faith.and labours of love, for 
the promotion of religion and the glory 
of God, in which they were apparently 
so ardently engaged. This was parti- 
cularly the case with the individual 
whose name is mentioned above; for 
‘though he was not a public officer in 
the church, yet he sustained a very im- 
portant station init; andit may, I believe, 
with safety be said (as many can and 
would testify), that he did as much for 
the. cause of religion in every way as 
perhaps any other individual ever did of 
the same age, in the same time, and in 
the same circumstances. Few young 
men have lived and died as he did. He 
was greatly beloved and lamented by all 
who knew him, and deservedly so. 

W. Bastiman was born in a yillage a 
few miles from Burlington, East York- 
shire, March 20, 1808. His grandmother 
was a very worthy member of the 
Particular Baptist church at Kilham, 
8 miles from Burlington. William had 
much of her attention, and a deep and 
constant interest in her prayers, which 
prayers for him were no. doubt heard ; for 
not Jong after her death he became, and 
continued as long as he lived, a most 
honourable and useful member of the 
same church. His mother became a 
member a little before he did, and is still 
spared, bitterly to bewail the loss of an 
only son, who was truly eminent ‘as a 
Christian, consequently a comfort to her, 
‘and profitable to others. 

William always appeared to be devoid 
‘poth of the frivolities incident to the 
young, and the scandalous outbreakings 


of human depravity which characterize 
and disgrace too many of our rising 
youth, and which many in after life, 
when they have become good aud great, 
have reviewed with much regret. He 
was, I believe, never heard to swear, nor 
ever seen anything like inebriated, nor 
ever with the rabble joining in any thing 
mischievous and hurtful ; but was rather 
remarkable for his attendance on public 
worship, and his attention to the things 
which be heard ; for his evenness of tem- 
per, and uniformity of external deport- 
ment; the questions he would ask, and 
the grave remarks he would make. 

But notwithstanding this regularity of 
temper, and external behaviour, when 
he began to think more attentively and 
seriously of his moral state and character 
as before God, he saw’and felt that he 
was the subject of much innate depravity 
and actual transgression, which he con- 
fessed and deplored with deep peniten- 
tial sorrow. 

I do not remember, at this distance of 
time, the exact day or month oa which 
he was baptized, and am too far from 
the place readily to inquire, but I believe 
it was in the spring of 1828. Soon after 
he joined the church at Kilham, By a 
train of circumstances, nearly the whole 
management of the place devolved upon 
him ; he assumed it with diffidence, yet 
with a willing mind to do good in the 


cause in which he hadembarked. From — 


this time to his death, the cause of Christ 
absorbed his whole attention. He was 
not distinguished for that blind vehe- 
ment fervour, which in too many exists 
only a little, then dies away, leaving 
them worse than before ; yet there was in 
him a constant, steady, and increasing 
desire to walk with God, and to promote 
by every means the prosperity of Zion. 
He was possessed of the zeal which is 
according to knowledge, as was clearly 
evinced by the effects it produced ; 
hence, alike far from indifference and 
indolence, his time, his talents, his 
money, his influence, and labours were 
all freely consecrated to the sacred cause. 
Nor was he moved from his steady and 
persevering course by any discourage- 
ments he had to meet; the indifference 
of some, and the inconstancy and neglect 
of others, were rather pitied and de- 
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plored than imitated by him : and though 
so much depended upon him, and was 
actually done by him, as long as he 
lived, yet there was a visible diffidence 
and modesty characterizing all he did. 
Free from all supercilious and self-im- 
portant airs, he appeared to be always 
under the influence of that charity 
which dotk not behave itself unseemly : 
feeling an entire and constant depen- 
dance on that Almighty Being whem he 
loved and served, he was humble and 
devotional, and ever ready to converse 
on those subjects connected with vital 
religion, In prayer-meetings, his hymns 
were often very happily chosen, his 
prayers pointed and fervent, and ex- 
pressive of much love and gratitude to 
the Redeemer for what he had received, 
and what he hoped for through his atone- 
ment and intercession. 

_ In private, he constantly read the 
sacred Scriptures, and thought and 
prayed much, enjoyed the blessings 
and realized the happy consequences pro- 
mised and vouchsafed to all them who 
attend to these duties. 

’ I may also add, he was of a weak and 
delicate constitution of body, for a series 
of years labouring under a consumptive 
disease which ultimately terminated his 
earthly existence. To remove it, in ac- 
cordance with medical advice, he tried 
various means, such as regimen, exercise, 
&c. Withthis in view, he made a voyage 
to Hamburgh, another to London, &c. ; 
but no permanent relief was obtained. 
What gives interest to this, was the re- 
markable composure, patience, and sub- 
mission with which he endured the 
whole, even when his afiliction was the 
most oppressive. These amiable, useful, 
and desirable qualities of mind attended 
him to the end of life. 

From the time of his joining the 
church, he had correct views of the 
leading doctrines of the gospel, and of 
their suitability to him ; and in his last 
illness they afforded him strong consola- 
tion. He then saw, and felt, and spoke 
as a dying man, -yet as one who had a 
living faith in a living Saviour. He saw 
that as a sinner he was lost utterly and 
éternally without Christ; but him he 
believed and loved, and in him he re- 
joiced with a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Hence he repeated with great 
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emphasis many passages of Scripture 
which were remarkably adapted to his con- 
dition. “I am a great sinner,” he would 
say, ‘‘ but the blood of Christ cleanses 
from all sin.” After repeating many_and 
often such portions of Scripture, he 
would fervently pray for their applica- 
tien ; then with apparent ineffable plea- 
sure he would exclaim, with David, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul ; and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name!” He 
often spoke of the dying love and living 
power of Christ, with strong emotions 
ef mind; compared his sufferings with 
those of his Saviour, and expressed his 
gratitude that he had not to endure more. 
Many of the hymns and psalms of 
Dr. Watts afforded him great pleasure, 
particularly Psalm 17 :— 

“This life’s a dream, an empty show ; 

But the bright world to which I go,” &c. 
also Hymn 18, First Book. 

A little before his death, his mother 
standing by his bed and much affected, 
he said, ‘‘ Mother, weep not, I shall go 
when Jesus calls; he has the keys of 
death, blessed be his hely name! if he 
has nothing more for me to do, he will 
take me to himself.” 

In the midst of all which affected him- 
self, there attended him to the very last 
an anxious solicitude for the prosperity 
of religion generally, and particularly 
for the place with which he was con- 
nected. A little before he died, his 
minister went to see him; he mentioned 
one who takes an interest in the place, 
and for whose conversion he said he had 
often prayed, because he had power to 
do great good in many ways to the cause 
of Christ. ‘‘ May it please God,” said he, 
“to hear my prayers for him and others, 
and to make some a little more zealous ! 
T hope he will; I hope you will be able 
to’ go on and prosper.” Soon after this he 
died, Oct. 7, 1835, steadfast in the faith, 
rejoicing in hope of future glory. 

Perhaps some may say I have stated 
nothing but his excellencies, and truly 
these were the most prominent in his 
character ; imperfections there no doubt 
were, but these were more known and 
felt by him than by any other person. 
All I have said, and much more, was 
clearly seen in his short but valuable 
life. 
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‘¢ NEW SOUTH WALES, AND OTHER INTER- 
ESTING FIELDS FOR MISSIONARY LABOUR.” 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Will you favour me by admitting, in 
your next number, a few remarks upon 
a letter on the above subject, signed 
‘‘ Philemon,” in this month’s magazine. 

I am quite glad to find that in his cir- 
cle your periodical is looked for with 
much eagerness; may I express the 
hope that the very great inerease of in- 
terest which I have been gratified to per- 
ceive during the last few months, will 
lead to an enlarged circulation, and con- 
fer great benefit on our institutions, 
which suffer much from the want of 
their operations being more extensively 
known. 

Your correspondent is desirous that 
the committee of the missionary society 
should send help to our colonies. Now, 
sir, I am also anxious that such help 
should be sent; yet I fear that the con- 
stitution of the society will not permit 
them to do so, unless Philemon, or some 
friend holding his views, will, at the 
annual meeting of the society now ap- 
proaching, movean alteration in its desig- 
nation, and thereby set the committee at 
liberty to act as the calls of Providence 
may exhibit’ to them in what places 
their Divine Master would have them 
carry on their operations.’ 

Many objections could be offered to 
such a proposition, and as far as I have 
the opportunity of judging, some of them 
would, J apprehend, be insuperable : it is 
rather, therefore, with the object of sug- 
gesting another plan, to which less 
difficulty will present itself, than for the 
purpose of canvassing that of Philemon’s, 
that I write. The Baptist Continental 
Society has at present a very small 
number of agents, and it has for a long 
time appeared to me that the committee 
of that Society might with great pro- 
priety embrace New South Wales, Van 
Dieman’s Land, Nova Scotia, Newfound- 
land, Canada, and other small places, 
under the designation of the Baptist 


Continental and Colonial Society, ané 
this has been the more enforced upom 
me by Dr. Cox’s visit to the latter coun- 
try, and the very interesting information 
you have lately given us of the former. 
Philemon, happily for himself, appears 
not to be aware of the greatest of all 
the difficulties under which our societies 
labour, namely, the want of sympathy 
from their fellow-Christians. He says, 
speaking of the committee, “ Let them 
not entertain the notion for a moment, 
that the denomination will not respond 
to an appeal in behalf of dear brethren,” 
&c. O that it were so! but alas, what a 
tale can the secretaries of our Missionary 
Societies tell of the want of cordial sym- 
pathy and interest they find throughout 
the country! Let Philemon look at the 
ordinary income of our foreign mission, 
and then take an account of our churches, 
and see what a small amount must be 
contributed by each member, how much 
less to the Irish, Home, and Continental 
Missions (the income of the last amount- 
ing, I think, to about £200 a year), and 
he will come to the conclusion that a 
committee ought to be very cautious in 
proceeding on the faith of the response 
of the country. Perhaps, sir, Philemon 
may be a pastor ; and if so, will he allow 
me to say, that the lamentations of the 
secretaries and committees go still fur- 
ther than what I have named, extending 
to a want of courtesy ; for not only do 
their appeals meet with unfavourable re- 
ceptions, but many times do they receive 
no reply at all, not even a kind word to 
cheer them in the lack of a kind deed. 

In conclusion, permit me to join most 
cordially in the plea of Philemon, that 
our dear brethren in the colonies have 
superior claims on our Christian regard ; 
and if any of your readers can afford 
them help, let me entreat them to con- 
sider prayerfully what they ought to do. 
to supply their spiritual necessities; and 
when they have resolved, then vigor- 
ously, actively, perseveringly, and de- 
votedly to carry their designs of mercy 
into execution. 

Yours very respectfull 

April, 1836. en a 


ESB 


- Religious Intelligence. 


2038 


DOMESTIC. 
STATISTICS OF THE DENOMINATION. 


A circular has just been issued by the committee of the Baptist Union, with ruled 
columns for different heads of information, requesting that they may be accurately 


filled up and returned before the 31st inst. 


We respectfully urge upon our minis. 


terial brethren throughout the country, the importance of giving their attention to 
this subject ; and the rather because, as the Union has undertaken this business, we 
shall forego our intention announced at the conclusion of our last volume, of 
taking measures to perfect the statistical tables we then gave. The desired in- 
formation, perhaps, can be more easily procured by the Union than by us, and 


it certainly falls more within their province than ours to obtain it. 


Their circular 


will be forwarded to the secretaries of all the associations and to those churches 
which are not connected with any association (is it not to be regretted there should 
be any such 2); and we earnestly hope there will be no want of timely attention in 


replying to it in any quarter. 


Ep, 


SECESSION OF THE UNITARIAN MINISTERS 
AND DEPUTIES FROM THE ORTHODOX 
DISSENTERS. 


It is well known to our readers that 
an association: of ministers exists in 
London, under the title of THE GENERAL 
BODY OF PROTESTANT DISSENTING MIN‘s- 
TERS OF THE THREE DENOMINATIONS, IN 
AND ABOUT LONDON. These three de- 
nominations are the Presbyterian, the In- 
dependent, and the Baptist. They may 
be aware that there is another Associa- 
tion of laymen, consisting of deputies 
from the congregations, and known by 
the appellation of the General Body of 
Drrutiss of the Protestant Dissenters 
of the three Denominations in and 
about London. In each of these bodies 
there have been, for a long time past, 
several gentlemen holding Unitarian 
sentiments, chiefly belonging to the 
Presbyterian denomination, though a 
few are Baptists. Their union with the 
evangelical portion of Dissenters has 
given much cause of offence to other 
classes of orthodox Christians, and 
been felt as a serious evil in the respec- 
tive bodies themselves. It was impossi- 
ble that such union could subsist with 

comfort ; and we record the fact with 
satisfaction, that it is now dissolved. 
On the 4th of March, the Presbyterian 
body met by special summons, “to take 
into consideration the necessity of with- 
drawing from the two’ of the three de- 
nominations.” The Rev. Joseph Hutton, 
LL.D. was called to the chair, and the 
following resolutions, proposed by the 
Rev. Robert Aspland, and seconded by 
the Rev. Thomas Madge, were carried. 


Resolved,—That this body, being one of the 
three bodies which constitute the General 
Body of Protestant Dissenting Ministers of 
the three Denominations in and about the 
cities of London and Westminster, feels itself 
impelled, at the present crisis, to take prompt 
and decisive measures for the assertion of its 
independence, and the preservation of its 
rights and privileges. 

“That the three bodies of Protestant Dis- 
senting Ministers formed themselves into an 
united body, upwards of a century ago, for 
the maintenance and extension of civil and 
religious liberty, upon the understanding and 
engagement, that the bodies should not call 
in question or interfere with each other's re- 
ligious opinions and doctrines ; the only terms 
of association, with regard to individual mem- 
bers of the respective bodies, being their 
standing “accepted and approved” in their 
several denominations. 

That, notwithstanding known differences of 
judgment in religious matters between the 
three bodies, and, in some instances, between 
the members of the same body, the Catholic 
principle of the Union was, for a very long 
period, sacredly observed, and the United 
Body consequently proceeded in peace and 
harmony, and by their cordial co-operation 
rendered eminent services to the cause of re- 
ligious liberty; the Presbyterian body being 
certainly not behind the two others in zeal 
and exertion. 

That we lament that, within these few 
years, the Catholic principle of union has 
been infringed, by allowed references, at ge- 
neral meetings and in public proceedings, to 
doctrinal differences subsisting between the 
bodies, and the members of the same body, 
accompanied by reflections and insinuations, 
to the prejudice particularly of the Presbyte- 
rian body. 

That we record with pain, that at the last 
election of the Secretary to the General Body, 
a most valuable and universally respected 
member of this body, who had, by the suf- 
frages of the United Body, filled the secre- 
taryship for seven years, with such punctu- 
ality, diligence, and ability, as procured for 
him the warm thanks, often repeated, of the 
whole body, was set aside, on the ground 
openly alleged, and evenfdeclared in print, of 
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_ his religious views on points of doctrine, and 
those of the body to which he belongs, not 
being consonant to those of the majority of 
the Three Denominations. - 

That we perceive, with feelings of deep re- 
gret, the same spirit of intolerance and exclu- 
sion in the resolution of the Antipedobaptist 
boty, not to admit to membership hereafter 
any ministers, though hitherto eligible, who 
shall not profess certain articles of religious 
belief; and in the subsequent determination 
of the General body, upon the appeal of the 
aggrieved party, to take no measure for the 
relief of ministers who may be thus proscribed 
for conscience’ sake. ; 

That our serious attention has been also, 
and of necessity, drawn to varions publie pro- 
ceedings of individuals and parties of the two 
other denominations ; proceedings notoriously 
assisted by certain leading mimisters of ore at 
least of those denominations—openly applaud- 
ed by others—and approved, it is apprehended, 
by the greater part of them; the object or 
sure tendency of which is to degrade the En- 
glish Presbyterians in public estimation, to 
deprive them of rights and privileges until 
this period never disputed, and even to revive 
against them, by means of legal technicalities, 
the penal statutes, which the wisdom and 
justice of the legislature had repealed, to the 
satisfaction and joy of all enlightened men in 
the nation, and so far to thrust them out of 
the pale of civil protection. 

That, contemplating these proceedings and 
yarious indications of the disposition of the 
majority of the members of the United body 
of ministers, we cannot entertain a donbt*that 
it is the wish and purpose of such majority 
eventually to exclude the Presbyterian body 
from the Union, or to make its relative posi- 
tion such as no religious body, alive to its 
own dignity, could consent to occupy. 

That, therefore, we feel it to be an impera- 
tive though painful duty,—imposed upon us 
equally by regard to our own character as 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers, who hold it 
to be one of the inalienable rights of con- 
science, that no man shall, without his own 
consent, be answerable to another for his honest 
judgment.upon the sense of the Holy Scriptures}; 
by respect for the memory of those that went 
before us, and laid the foundation of our free- 
dom ; and by regard to the welfare of those that 
shall come after us,—to withdraw as a body 
from an Union, the compact of which has been 
violated, and in which we can see no prospect 
of equal and peaceful co-operation, or of real 
and effective service to the interests of religious 
liberty :—our regret, however, is lessened by 
the pleasing reflection, that the original purpose 
of the Union has been, in great part, accom- 
plished, by the extension of the liberties ‘of 
Protestant Dissenters, under the sway of the 
august family now upon the throne of these 
realms,—and by the conviction that, for what 
remains to be desired for the complete emanci- 
pation of conscience, we are justified by recent 
experience in placing entire confidence in His 
Majesty’s present enlightened and liberal go- 
vernment, which voluntarily proffers from the 
throne concessions to religious freedom which 
our fathers prayed for with faint hopes of suc- 
cess, 

In declaring, as we now do, the Union of 
the minis(ers of the three denominations dis- 
solved, and in resolying to proceed hereafter 
ia our single capacity as the Presbyterian 


body of ministers, uniess an, alteration, in the- 


spirit of the bodies with which we were lately 
associated should make re-union practicable 
and desirable,—we disavow all angry and hes- 


Religious [ntelhigence. 


tile feelings ; we tender to the two other de- 
nominations, with some of whose members we, 
as individuals, are and still hope to be united 
in the bonds of Christian esteem, our sincere 
wishes for their usefulness in the cause of 
freedom, truth, and virtue ;—we preserve our 
sincere disposition to co-operate , individually 
with the members of the other denominations 
in works of charity, in so far as doctrinal dis- 
tinctions are kept out of sight, and all parties 
meet on terms of equality and amity ;—and, 
conscious that we have done nothing, as a 
body, to provoke this unhappy separation, 
but, on the contrary, have attempted every 
thing in our power to resist and retard it, we 
are willing to abide by the judgment of mode- 
rate and candid men in the two other bodies, 
of the Protestant Dissenters throughout the 
kingdom, of our countrymen at large, and of 
posterity, wpon this our deliberate and solemn 


Having carried these resolutions, they 
appointed Dr. Rees, Mr. Aspland, and 
Mr. Madge, to wait on Lord Melbourne 
and Lord John Russell on the subject. 

The Trinitarian members of the Pres- 
byterian body, the Rev. Messrs. Broad- 
foot, Young, and Redpath, met on the 
following Monday, March 7, and agreed 
upon the following protest. 


Against the vote passed at the meeting of 
the Presbyterian body, on Friday last, the 4th 
instant, at the library, Red Cross Street, for 
Separating the said body from the two other 
bodies of the General body of the three deno- 
minations of Protestant Dissenting Ministers, 
the undersigned members of the Presbyterian 
body protest, for the following reasons :— 

1st. Whilst the undersigned have no right 
to object to any members of the Presbyterian 
body withdrawing, if they think proper, from 
the General body of the three Denominations, 
they maintain, that should such members 
constitute ever so large a majority, the mino- 
rity, however small, can be im no respect con- 
strained to concur in their act, but are entitled 
to remain as Presbyterians in the United body 
of the three denominations, retaining all the 
privileges which they have hitherto enjoyed 
in couseqtience of their union with the other 
two bodies. : 

2nd. As the immediate result of the with- 
drawment of the Presbyterian body from the 
other two, would be the breaking up and ter- 
minating of the General body of the thrée 
denominations of Dissenting Ministers of 
London, Westminster, and their vicinity, the 
undersigned feel themselves bound to express, 
in the strongest terms, their marked disappro- 
bation of an attempt, in their estimation, so 
reckless and so improper; and the more so, 
considering the acknowledged powerful and 
happy influence the said General body has 
had for upwards of a hundred years; in sustain- 
ing and extending throughout this whole king- 
dom, correct notions of civil and religious liberty, 
besides the beneficent remonstrances it has been 
honoured, and not without success, fo make in 
behalf of the right of private judgment on the 
great concerns of religion, and im aid of the 


oppressed in other countries of urope. 


3rd. Because the members of the body wha 
have carried this vote for separation, have ‘evi- 
dently, and from their own showing, had re- 
course to this measure purely from their feelings 
as Arians or Unitarians, they alleging, as the 
reason of their doing so, their being ‘aggrieved 
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by the’ conduct towards them, on account of 
their doctrinal opinions, of the évangelical por- 
tion of the General body of the three denomina- 
tions, With such feelings the undérsigned can 
have no sympathy, agreeing as they do, So far 
as the great doctrines of the Christian religion 
are concerned, with the Congrégational body, 
and with that of the Particular or Evangelical 
Antipedobaptists, and differing from them 
merely on the comparatively minor considera- 
tion of the form of church government, a 
difference which has been always recognized 
in the intercourse of the three denominations. 
While the nndersigned offer no opposition to 
Arians or Unitarians who view themselves 
agerieved, seceding from the general body, 
they cannot for one moment entertain the 
proposal of the withdrawment of the Presby- 
.terizn body on any such account, or regard 
the attempt otherwise than &s groundless and 
uhjustifiable. 

4thly. The undersigned feel themselves 
bound to oppose the vote of Separation, from 
the additional consideration that they, pro- 
perly Speaking, are the only Presbyterians of 
the body, those withdrawing being only so in 
name, besides their being, by the late de- 
cisions in the case of Lady Hewley’s Charity, 
legally adjudged to be no Presbyterians, all 
that was Presbyterian of the body remains 
with its identity unaffected by the circum- 
stance of a majority of its members being in 
favour of the vote. 

5thly. On all these accounts the under- 
Signed consider themselves as carrying with 
them all the privileges belonging to the Pres- 
byterian body, and as being and constituting 
the Presbyterian denomination in the general 
body of the Protestant dissenting ministers of 
London and Westminster and their vicinity, 
and doin consequence claim the minutes of 
the Presbyterian body. 


Having done this, they proceeded to 
appoint Mr. Broadfoot their Secretary, 
and to take measures for conducting bu- 
siness as the Presbyterian board. 

On Wednesday, the 9th of March, an 
extraordinary general meeting of the 
ministers of the three denominations 
was held at Dr. Williams’s Library, Red 
Cross Street, to consider the position in 
which they were placed by these move- 
ments. The Rev. Joseph Fletcher, D.D., 
was called to the chair, and the above 
documents, as we understand, were read 5 
upon which, the claim of the Trinita- 
rian members of the Presbyterian body, 
to all the privileges they had hitherto 
enjoyed in connexion with the general 
body; was allowed, and they in future are 
to be considered as the Presbyterian 
Board. A Deputation, consisting of Dr. 
Fletcher, the chairman, Rev. G. Clay- 
ton, the Secretary, and the Rev, Messrs. 
Broadfoot, Yates, Tidman, Binney, 
Steane, and Watts, was appointed to 
wait on Lord John Russell, with a me- 
morial explanatory of the whole pro- 
ceedings. : 

This interview they had with his 
Lordship at the Home Office, Whitehall, 
on Thursday, the 17th of, March, The 
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general body was called together on the 
31st, to receive the report of the Depu- 
tation. We believe they had only to 
state that, having prepared the necessary 
memorial, they waited on his Lordship, 
who received them with great courtesy, 
and said that he would lay the document 
before the government, that it might be 
considered in connexion with the state- 
ment of the Unitarians. The meeting 
then, as we understand, appointed a 
Committee, consisting of the Deputation, 
and a few other gentlemen, to draw up a 
statement in reply to the foregoing Re- 
solutions of the Unitarian majority of 
the Presbyterian body, which, in the 
meantime, had been published in the 
Newspapers. 

Such a paper having been prepared by 
them, it was read at the annual meeting 
of the general body held at Dr. Wil- 
liams’s Library, on Tuesday, the 12th 
of April; but the further consideration 
of it was adjourned to Monday, the 
18th, the time of the meeting having 
been occupied with general business. 
On the 18th, the adjourned meeting was 
held, and the Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., 
LL.D., being in the chair, the following 
Resolutions brought forward by Dr. 
Fletcher, and seconded by Mr. Steane, 
were adopted. 


That from the passing of the Act of Uni- 
formity in 1662, till the demise of King 
William III., in 1702, the Protestant Non- 
conformist Ministers of the several Denomi- 
nations of Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
and Antipedobaptists, residing in and about 
the cities of London and Westminster, held 
Occasional meetings of their respective deno- 
minations, for the purpose of presenting 
petitions and addresses to the throne, on such 
matters as affected their rights as Protestant 
Ministers, or respected the general interests 
of civil and religious liberty. 

That on the accession of Queen Anne in 
1702, the “ three denominations ” for the first 
time united in an address to her Majesty, and 
since that period have been accustomed to 
hold united meetings, ‘hat in their col- 
lective capacity as “‘ the Protestant Dissent- 
ing Ministers of the Three Denominations, 
residing in and about the Cities of London 
and Westminster,’ they have enjoyed the 
privilege of access to the throne in each suc- 
céssive reign to the present time ; and of pre- 
senting addresses by deputation, as circum- 
Stances rendered expedient. 

That some time after they had been recog- 
nised by the gcvernment as a body enjoying 
these privileges, the Ministers formed them. 
selyes into separate and distinct bedies, known 
respectively by the names of “The Presby- 
terian Body,” “The Congregational Board,’ 
and ‘The Antipedobaptist Boatd.’ That 
the first General Meeting of the Three Deno- 
minations after the separate bodies were 
organized, was held on the llth day of July, 
1727. That in these separate bodies the 
ministers of each denomination have formed 
their own internal arrangements, and reported 
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from time to time such ministers as were 
added to their number, and had been “ ac- 
cepted and approved” in their several deno- 
minations, ‘Thus introduced to the general 
body, they have severally continued members 
during life, unless they violated the standing 
laws of the union ; were officially notified as 
no longer members of the body to which they 
respectively belonged; voluntarily withdrew 
from the union; or were excluded by a vote 
of the yeneral body. 

That the general body in its collective 
capacity has never interfered with the pro- 
ceedings of the respective and distinct bodies; 
its main object being the support and exten- 
sion of civil and religious liberty, more 
especially in relation to the interests of Pro- 
testant dissenters, That it, therefore, never 
took cognizance of the theological opinions 
of its members; such matters being left to 
the inquiry and decision of the separate 
bodies, 

That, nevertheless, it has been for many 
years the conviction of a great majority of 
the members of the general body, that im- 
portant changes had taken place in the doc- 
trinal principles of “ the Presbyterian body ;” 
many of its ministers having become by their 
own profession “ Unitarians,” and entertain- 
ing opinions essentially different from those 
of the Presbyterian body at the commence- 
ment of the general union. That some also 
of “‘the General Baptist Body,” reported as 
belonging to the Antipedobaptist Denomi- 
nation, were of the same religious opinions 
with the Unitarian members of the Presby- 
terian body. 

That whatever might be the sentiments of 
the great majority of the general body 
respecting this departure from the principles 
of the early Presbyterians on the part of such 
as are called Unitarians, no proceedings of 
the general body have ever interfered with 
the ‘independence, rights, and privileges,’’ 
of any of the separate bodies. That the 
general body is not therefore responsible for 
such proceedings as have recently been adopt- 
ed by any parties who may have called in 
question the moral right of Unitarians to be 
termed Presbyterians ; or have employed 
legal measures in relation to any charitable 
trusts which may have been affected by the 
denial of that right; and that whatever may 
be the opinions of individual members on 
these subjects, the proceedings of the general 
body have never, by its acts and resolutions, 
violated a single principle of its original con- 
stitution. 

That in the annual election to the secre- 
taryship of the general body in 1835, the late 
secretary received the grateful and unani- 
mous thanks of the meeting for the ability 
with which he had discharged his official 
duties. That, nevertheless, it was deemed 
expedient to confer that appointment on a 
minister of one of the other denominations ; 
because the appointment of members of the 
Presbyterian body for a long series of years 
to that office was not consistent with the 
principle of rotation by which other appoint- 
ments were regulated; because the relative 
“position of the Presbyterian body to the 
general union had been materially changed, 
since, for many years after the formation of 
the union, the members of the Presbyterian 
body had been the most numerous of the 
respective bodies, and on that account the 
secretary had been generally elected from that 
denomination; while at the present time, 
and for a long period, they had not constituted 
one-seventh of the general body; and because 
it was deemed expedient that the office of 


Religious Intelligence. 


the secretaryship, being the only standing 
appointment, should at the present period be 
filled by one whose sentiments -might . be 


| regarded as in more entire accordance with 


those of the general body of the dissenting 
ministers. 

That as the general body had never inter- 
fered with the proceedings of the separate 
boards, it acted in perfect accordance with 
the principle and object of its constitution, in 
not interfering with the recent decision of 
the Antipezdobaptist Board, in declining to 
report in future as “accepted and approved 
ministers,” such as were of Unitarian prin- 
ciples belonging to the Baptist denomination. 

That the recent withdrawment of certain 
Unitarian members of the Presbyterian body 
from the general union, had not affected, and 
does not affect, the existence, constitution, 
and objects of the union. That those mem- 
bers who are in every respect Presbyterians, 
and have been for many years members of the 
general body, still continue to sustain that 
Telation ; [that their protest against the se- 
cession of the Presbyterian body, and the 
reasons alleged in support of their continued 
connexion with the union, have been cordially 
approved by the general body; that the union 
of the ministers of the “Three Denomina- 
tions ” is thus inviolably preserved; and that 
the representations given to His Majesty’s 
Government and the public, of “the union 
being dissolved because certain ministers of 
Unitarian principles have withdrawn from a 
body still consisting of more than one hun- 
dred and forty ministers,” are contrary,to fact, 
and adapted to produce unwarranted and 
unjust impressions. 

That the imputations contained in the 
alleged “* Reasons for withdrawment by the 
seceding ministers,” reflecting on the general 
body, as if any of its members were desirous 
of depriving them of their civil rights, or of 
“reviving the operation of penal statutes,” 
are not accordant with fact, and are un- 
worthy the character of any party professing 
to regard the dictates of truth, justice, and 
charity. 


The foregoing narrative states the 
case of the ministers ; but the secession 
of the Unitarians is not confined to their 
body. As we have intimated, a similar 
movement has been made by the Unita- 
rian Deputies; but we must postpone 
any account of their proceedings to a 
subsequent number. 

Much greater importance is by them- 
selves attached to this withdrawment of 
the Unitarians from the denominations, 
than really belongs to it. They have 
been so long allowed to take the lead in 
the management of the public affairs of 
Dissenters, that they are supposed by 
many, not acquainted with the facts of 
the case, to constitute the chief portion 
of our strength ; while they are in truth 
a very diminutive minority. At the time 
of the secession, the numbers of the 
different parties at Red Cross Street, 
were as under : 

Presbyterians, 22. Independents, 81. 
Baptists, 52. Of the Presbyterians, 
nineteen were Unitarians, and of the 
Baptists, four. 
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_ We heartily rejoice that what Mr. 
Hall called ‘this most unnatural .and 
preposterous union” is dissolved, and 
that the dissolution has taken place in 
the manner described above. The evan- 
gelical ministers will move with incom- 
parably more freedom and harmony, now 
they are thus relieved. Already they 
have gained as many or more than they 
have lost. Dr. Henderson, Dr, Burder, 
Mr. Leifchild, Mr. Stratten, and several 
more most valuable men, who only wait- 
ed till the general body was purged, 
have already been proposed to join it; 
and others, we have no doubt, will now 
unite with their brethren, who could not 
with a good conscience do so before. 


SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Sir, 

Permit me to add to the recom- 
mendations of ‘“‘A Country Pastor,’’ one 
other subject for the special consider- 
ation of our several associations, at their 
next annual meetings: That subject is 
the question of negro slayery in the 
United States of America. 

Your readers cannot be ignorant of 
the revolting and distressing circum- 
stances by which this subject is dis- 
tinguished, The papers which have 
already appeared in your pages, and es- 
pecially your recent review of Judge 
Jay’s able and’ comprehensive epitome 
of American slavery, must have ren- 
dered its leading features familiar, even 
to such as have not consulted, or have 
not had access to, other sources of in- 
formation respecting it. It is there- 
fore unnecessary to describe them. Our 
ministers, more especially, from their 
station, their inclinations, and their 
sense of duty, have, no doubt, made 
themselves acquainted with all the bear- 
ings of this distressing topic, and will 
be fully prepared to respond to the call, 
which is thus made upon their sym- 
pathies and their efforts. They are 
aware that it isa question in which the 
honour, the duty, and the prospects of 
the Baptist denomination in America 
are deeply involved, as, from the greater 
prevalence of our peculiar views in the 
southern than in the northern States, 
a larger number of the slaves, and of the 
persons implicated in the administra- 
tion of slavery, are connected with our 
denomination than with any other, the 
Methodists alone excepted. Of the per- 
sons thus implicated, many are minis- 
ters of the gospel; and we cannot do them 
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the great injustice of supposing that 
they would prefer the continuance to the 
extinction of a system so obviously at 
variance with all the great principles of 
righteousness and love, which it is their 
business to inculcate, and so prolific of 
the most revolting and injurious crimes 
and vices. It would be equally unjust 
to impute to the private members of the 
churches thus circumstanced, any at- 
tachment to the system itself, or to ima- 
gine that they are so far insensible of 
its crying abominations, as not to be 
ready to aid its extinction, providing the 
means of effecting it peaceably and 
without bloodshed were but made appa- 
rent to them, or were their obligations 
so pressed upon them as to convince 
them that it is a case demanding their 
immediate consideration, at all hazards 
of consequences, to themselves or 
others. On the other hand, every con- 
siderate and candid mind will readily 
perceive how difficult it must be for 
Christians, so circumstanced, to feel and 
act aright, in reference to a system with 
which they are thus unhappily con- 
nected, Individuals among them may 
see and lament its manifold evils; but 
various considerations will impede their 
speaking and acting as their principles 
would require. They may be prepared 
to’ derive advantage from a movement 
from without, while they are not so im- 
pressed with their duty as to act vi- 
gorously, or efficiently, -unless thus 
prompted to it. 

Under these circumstances, it appears 
very important that the friends of hu- 
manity and religion should avail them- 
selves of every practicable and lawful 
means with which they may be intrusted, 
of sustaining and rightly directing the 
portentous but the desired movement 
upon this subject, which has already 
commenced among our American bre- 
thren. It requires no unusual sagacity 
to discover, that the contest will, ere 
long, be maintained by uncompromising 
Christians on the one side, and infidels 
and formalists on the other. At the 
present moment, all who take what we 
regard as the right side. are denounced 
as fanatics and enemies of their country, 
and are exposed to every species of ob- 
loquy and reproach. ‘They, therefore, 
much need all the encouragement which 
they can derive from the assurance that, 
the sympathies and warmest wishes of 
all the friends of liberty, justice, and 
religion attend them in their praisewor- 
thy efforts, and that, however they may 
be treated by their prejudiced country- 
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men, all impartial and right-minded in- | 
dividuals and communities cordially 
approve their aims, and wish them every 
success. 

Now, Sir, I would respectfully but ur- 
gently recommend every association of 
our churches throughout the united 
kingdom, at their next meeting, to pass 
one resolution or more on this subject, 
expressive of our deep concern that our 
brethren in America should be so awfully 
implicated in the abominations of slavery, 
of our desire that they may be imme- 
diately induced to take the most effectual 
means for its extinction, and of our 
cordial approval of the aims, and our 
most ardent desire for the success, of the 
American abolitionists. These resolu- 
tions, I would respectfully suggest, 
should be, as early as practicable, printed 
in the magazine; and that the committee 
of the Baptist Union shouldcharge them- 
selves with the duty of communicating, 
in the way which their means and experi- 
ence may suggest to them as most eligible 
and efficient, the sentiments of our 
churches, thus expressed and recorded, 
to our American brethren, and of press- 
ing them upon their prayerful considera- 
tion. 

It would be trespassing upon the 
patience of your readers to add many 
words in recommendation of this course ; 
it certainly can do no harm, and may do 
inealculable good. It is most easy of 
adoption ; and whatever might be its im- 
mediate results, we shall have discharged 
a Christian duty towards brethren, in 
whose welfare, honour, and usefulness 
we feel deeply interested, and it might 
induce other Christian bodies in this 
country to adopt a similar course. Above 
all, it will, I doubt not; be acceptable 
and well pleasing to Him whose we are, 
and whom we serve. 

T am, Sir, 
Yours very respectfully, 


Joun Jackson. 
Bath, April 20, 1836. 


—— 


BAPTIST CHURCH, LYNN. 


The ministers belonging to the west- 
erm branch of the Norwich Association 
of Baptist Churches, assembled at their 
annual meeting, at Swaffham, on Good 
Friday, April 1st, 1836, deeply sympa- 
thizing with their brethren at Lynn, 
and ‘anxious that’ the difficulties ‘with 
which they are now struggling be re- 
moved, most earnestly recommend this 
ease to the benevolent assistance of the 
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Baptist churches throughout tne xing- 
dom, Signed on behalf of the whole, 
; James Punrrs, Sec. 
Twelve months have now elapsed 
since the circumstances of the church 
at Lynn were presented to the notice of 
the denomination, through the medium 
of the Baptist Magazine, and assistance 
earnestly solicited towards liquidating 
the debt on the chapel. Since that time 
the sums named below have been re- 
ceived, independent of contributions at 
home; but the debt of £842 still re- 
mains, and it is with great difficulty that 
the friends are able to meet the interest, 
and defray the current expenses. It 
will be proper to state, that to secure 
the chapel, £300 were required to be 
paid down by the mortgagee; £100 of 
which had been collected, and for the 
remaining £200, a few friends became 
responsible, with a promise from the 
church, that, at the end of two years, 
their responsibility should cease. The 
time is now,rapidly advancing when 
(unless the money be collected) the ex- 
pense of taking up a second mortgage 
must be incurred. The case was in- 
serted in the magazine, in the hope 
that the practice of ministerial applica- 
tion, so frequently detrimental to pastor 
and people, might be avoided. Itis a 
fact, howeyer, which the writer feels 
bound to state, that except assistance be 
afforded from the churches speedily, 
there will be no alternative, but either 
for some one to travel and collect the 
money, or to give up the interest. Itis 
therefore earnestly hoped that this ap- 
peal will not be in vain, and that those 
churches to which the case has been 
sent, will kindly afford relief as soon as 
possible, W.F. Pore. 


Sums received since May, 1835, inde- 
pendent of contributions at home :— 
Collected at Norwich .... £33 0 6 
Sunday-school Union, Lon- 
GORE itech. ok Wagers 
Building Fund, Reading... 
Joshua Russell, Esq..... 
By Mrs.:Cowell......... 
Baptist church, Worstead.. 
Mr. Broad, Baptist minister, 
Kensington . 
Mr. Pontifex, London... .. 
Mr. Jennings, Islington... . 
Mr. Drozier, Dereham...... 
Mr. Franks... . BRsonsind hi 
Mr. Knight, Portsea., 
By Mrs. Johnson, 
bridge .. S31q5 8s shale Seth 
By Mrs. W. Keed, Do.,... 4 
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Re A PRIZE BsbaY. 
(See our May No. for last year, p. 198.) 
The Hon. Baptist Noel, and Dr. Pye 
Smith, have, after great labour and anx- 
1léty, awarded the prize of one hundred 
guineas, offered by Dr. Conquest, for the 
best éssay on “fhe Love of Money.” 
It will be published early in June, by 
Ward and Co,, under the title of “ Mam- 
mon; or, Covetousness the Sin vf the 
Christian Church.” One of the adju- 
dicators says of it, * I bave seldom, if 
ever, read a work so interesting ;” and 
three others are designated ‘as the 
“* compositions of minds of a superlative 
order.” Both the adjuditators express 
an earnest wish that they also may be 
published. Dr.C. received, altogether, 
145 essays: 41 of which were written 
by clergymen of the church of England; 
31, by dissenting ministers; 14, by fe- 
males; and 57, by laymen, The de- 
clined essays will be returned the first 
week in May. 


CHAPELS OPENED. 


WOOTTON, BEDS. 


_ Wednesday, the 30th of March, a new 

chapel was opened in the Particular Bap- 
tist denomination at Wootton, Bedford- 
shire. The Rey. Samuel Hillyard, of Bed- 
ford, the Rev. T. P. Bull, of Newport 
Pagnel,and the Rev. T. Thomas, of Hen- 
rietta-street, London, preached on the 
occasion. The devotional services were 
conducted by ministers in the neigh- 
bourhood. The Rey. W. Gray, of 
Northampton, supplied the following 
sabbath. 

Wootton isa small town situate near 
Bedford and Ampthill. The gospel 
was previously introduced into it by the 
Rev. Samuel Hillyard, of Bedford, and 
other neighbouring ministers, about 
the year 1793-4, preaching alternately 
in eile oblienoee till the year 1825, 
when a dwelling-house was enlarged to 


accommodate about 300 persons, and. 


was opened for public worship in April 
of the same year. From this period 
public services have been regularly car- 
vied on;.a church formed; and the or- 
-dinances of the gospel duly adminis- 
tered, by the Rev. W, Early, the present 
pastor. But in consequence of an in- 
ereasing congregation, and the inconve- 
nience of the place, it was judged pru- 
dent to purchase a piece of ground, in a 
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conyenient spot, aud build a plain sub- 
stantial chapel, and present the case 
before the generous Christian public, 
hoping support according to its merit 
will be freely given, and at the same 
time assuring them that the smallest 
gift will be thankfully received, 


Intelligence. 


SALEM CITAPEL, IPSWICH, 


The Rev. Thomas Middleditch, late 
of Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, having 
accepted an invitation to become the 
future minister of this chapel, entered 
upon his public duties.on Sabbath-day, 
the 13th instant; on which occasion 
this place of worship was re-opened 
under circumstances of much interest. 
Throughout the day the congregations 
were good, In the afternoon there was 
not an empty pew in the place. In the 
evening it was everywhere pertectly 
crowded ; many were unable to obtain ad- 
mission. ‘The extensive parish in which 
this chapel is situated, is very inade- 
quately supplied with religious instruc- 
tion. It has a rapidly increasing popu- 
lation, already exceeding 2,500 inhabit- 
ants, with no other place of worship in 
it except the church, which is incapable 
of affording accommodation fer so much 
as a fourth part of the parishioners. 
The re-establishment of the Sunday- 
school is an interesting fact connected 
with the re-opevitig of this chapel. The 
spontaneous retura of many of the scho- 
lars formerly belonging to it, seeking 
re-admission, and bringing others along 
with them, anxious for instruction, was 
a sight peculiarly gratifying to all who 
took any interest in the prosperity of 
such an institution, so much needed for 
the childreu of the poor in its immediate 
heighbourhood. The pleasure felt by 
many when its doors were again thrown 
open, and its walls, so long deserted, 
again were vocal with praise, will not 
speedily be forgotten. It awoke feel- 
ings of joy, especially in those who, ‘ in 
days that are past,’’. used to assemble 
within its inclosure, that were too in- 
tense to be ¢oncealed. This compara- 
tively remote and destitute part of the 
town affords ample scope for exertion ; 
it demands the friendly co-operation of 
all in its behalf; and the prospect of ac- 
ceptance and usefulness, opening on our 
esteemed brethren, in this new sphere 
of labour, is of a highly encouraging 
character. 
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ORDINATIONS, &c. 


SHELFANGER, NORFOLK. 

On Thursday, Feb. 4, 1836, the Rey. 
T. Winter, late pastor of the Baptist 
church, at Reepham, Norfolk, was pub- 
licly recognized as the pastor of the church 
assembling at Shelfanger. Rev. C. 
Hart, of Wortwell, read a portion of 
Scripture, and prayed; Rev. T. Gold- 
smith, of Stradbrooke, delivered an ad- 
dress on the nature and constitution of a 
Christian church, and asked the usual 
questions ; Rey. C. Elvin, of Bury, of- 
fered the ordination prayer; Rev. J: 
Puntis, of Norwich, delivered the charge 
to the minister, from 2 Cor. iii. 4—6 ; 
and the Rev. C, Elvin addressed the 
church from 1 John iv. 11, and con- 
cluded the solemn services of the day 
with prayer. Though the weather was 
exceedingly unfavourable, the rain fall- 
ing in great abundance during the whole 
of the day, the congregation was large, 
and appeared deeply interested and af- 
fected by what they saw and heard. The 
cause of G od has lately greatly revived 
in this place, under the ministry of Mr. 
Winter. Both the church and congre- 
gation have been considerably increased, 
and the prospect for the future seems 
very encouraging. 


BETHLEHEM, PEMBROKFSHIRE. 

On Friday, January 29th, the Rev. 
J. Griffiths, late of Bradford college, was 
publicly recognized as pastor over the 
Baptist church assembled at Bethlehem. 

On the preceding evening, J. Law- 
rence commenced the service by read- 
ing and prayer; Mr. Price, of Marloes, 
preached from Heb. xi. 23; the Rey. 
B. Thomas, of Narberth, preached from 
Isaiah ly. 11, On Friday morning, Mr. 
Price commenced the service by read- 
ing and prayer; Rev. B. Thomas, of 
Narberth, explained the nature of a 
Christian church, asked the usual ques- 
tions, and offered up the ordination 
prayer; the Rev. James Richards, of 
Fishguard, delivered the charge, from 
John xxi.17 ; the Rey. Henry Davies, 
of Llanglofan, preached to the church 
and congregation, from Dent. i. 38 ; 
the Rev. Theophilus Thomas  con- 
cluded by prayer. The congregations 
were large and attentive. 


CHELSEA. 
On Tuesday, March 29th last, S. 
Packer was publicly set apart to the 
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pastoral office over the Baptist church, 
Paradise chapel, Chelsea. On the pre- 
ceding evening, a special prayer-meet- 
ing was held to implore the divine 
blessing on the services of the approach- 
ing day. At half-past ten, the Rey. 
J. Morison, D. D., of Brompton, com- 
menced the service by reading the 
scriptures and prayer. Rev. James 
Elvey, of Fetter-lane, stated the nature 
of a gospel church. Rev. J. Edwards, 
of Clapham, proposed the questions to 
the church and minister; Rev. J. 
Packer, of Brighton, offered the ordina- 
tion prayer; Rev, J. Statham,; of Amer- 
sham (Mr. Packer’s pastor) delivered 
the charge from 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

In the evening, the Rev. J. Broad, of 
Kensington, addressed the church from 
Zech. viii; 19. Rev. E. Crook, of Bat- 
tersea; and the Rey. Messrs. Richards, 
of Wandsworth, Meadows, of Shep- 
herd’s-market, and Chancellor (Indeps.), 
engaged in the other solemn services 
of the day. 


ATTLEBURGH, NORFOLK. 


On Thursday, January 7th, the Rev. 
W. Brown, formerly a member of the 
church under the care of the Rey. C. 
Elven, of Bury St. Edmund’s, was 
publicly recognized as the pastor of the 
Baptist church, Attleburgh, Norfolk. 

Mr. Tucker, of Stepney college, com- 
menced the services by reading the Scrip- 
tures and prayer; the Rev. J. Hewett, of 
Swaffham, stated the nature of a Chris- 
tian church in a concise and appropriate 
exposition of Eph. ii. 22; Mr. Smith, a 
deacon of the church, then related the 
circumstances which had led to Mr. 
Brown’s settlement among them; Mr, 
Brown briefly stated his Christian ex- 
perience—his call to the ministry—his 
cheerful acceptance of the invitation of 
the church—and concluded with a defini- 
tion of his faith; the Rev. T. Middle- 
ditch, late of Biggleswade, offered up 
the ordination prayer, and closed the 
morning service. 

In the afternoon, the Rev, T. Winter, 
of Shelfanger, read the Scriptures and 
prayed; and the Rev. C. Elven de~- 
livered a faithful, affectionate, and im- 
pressive charge, from Acts xx. 28. 

The service in the evening was com- 
menced by Mr. J. Norton, of the Bap- 
tist institution, Bristol; and the Rev. 
— Roper, Kiuninghall, addressed the 
church from 2 Coy. xiii.11. Mr. Brown 
closed the services with prayer, 
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Each service was well attended ; and | 


from the pleasing prospect of success 
already presented, it is hoped that the 
blessing of the great Shepherd will 
visibly rest upon the labours of his 
Servant. 


KINGSBRIDGE. 

On Thursday, Oct. 22, the Rev J. P. 
Hewlett was publicly recognized as pas- 
torof the Baptistchurch at Kingsbridge. 
The Rey. H. Watts, of Kingsbridge, 
read the Scriptures and prayed; the 
Rey, J. Webb, of Stonehouse, deliver- 
ed aclear and powerful address on the 
nature and constitution of a New Tes- 
tament church ; the Rev. W. Tarbotton, 
of Totnes, proposed the usual questions, 
and offered solemn prayer for a blessing 
on the union thus recognized ; and the 
Rey. S. Nicholson, of Plymouth, ad- 
dressed the pastor and church from Heb. 
xill. 17. The Rev. — Blundell, of 
Kingsbridge, closed in prayer. 

In the evening, the Rev. S. Nichol- 
son again preached from 1 Tim, i. 15, 
«« Worthy of all acceptation.”’ 


BOSTON. 

The Rev. J. B. Pike, late of Stepney 
college, has accepted the unanimous 
call of the church and congregation as- 
sembling at the Baptist chapel, High- 
street, Boston, to become their pastor, 
and commenced his stated labours 
among them on the 10th of April. 


BATTLE, SUSSEX. 

The Rev. W. Garner, late of Battle, 
Sussex, has received and accepted an 
invitation from the church at St. Ives, 
Hunts., recently under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. Hugh Mackenzie, to preach 
for twelve months, with a view to the 
pastoral office. 


NOTICES. 


The ordination of the Rev. D. 
Pledge, over the Baptist church, Ebe- 
nezer chapel, Margate, will take place 
(D. V.) on Thursday, the 5th inst. ; on 
which occasion the following ministers 
have kindly engaged to assist. Rev. E. 
Steane, to deliver the introductory dis- 
course ; Rev. J. Belcher, to offer up the 
ordination prayer; Rev. E. Miller, of 
Clapham, to give the charge; and Rev. 
Dr. Cox, to preach to the church and 
congregation in the evening. 


The next annual meeting of the Berks. 
and West London Association of Bap- 
tist churches, will be held at Walling- 
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ford, on Tuesday and Wednesday in the 
Whitsun-week, May 24th and 25th; 
Brother Hinton ta expound, brother 
Broad to preach. 


The annual meeting of the Bedford- 
shire Association is to be held on Wed- 
nesday, May 18th, at Sharnbrook ; the 
Rey. J. H. Brookes, of Ridgmount, and 
Rev. J. P. Mursell, of Leicester, are ex- 
pected to preach. Service to commence 
at half-past ten. 


The second annual meeting of the 
East Kent Baptist Association will be 
held, Providence permitting, at St. Pe- 
ter’s, Thanet, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, May 31st and June ist. The bre- 
thren Cranbrook and Briscoe to preach. 
On the evening of Wednesday will be 
held the annual meeting of the Auxi- 
liary Baptist Missionary Society. A 
Deputation from the parent society is 
expected. 


The annual meeting of the Protestant 
Society for the Protection of Religious 
Liberty will be held at the City of 
London Tavern, on Saturday, May 14th, 
at eleven o’clock precisely, when some 
distinguished peer will preside. 


The annual meeting of the Bucking- 
hamshire Association will be held at 
Haddenham, on Wednesday, May 11th: 
Brethren Payne and Dobney to preach. 


—Put up at the Green Dragon. 


The’ meetings of the Northampton- 
shire Association will be held at Chp- 
ston, in Whitsun-week. On Tuesday 
evening the ministers and messengers 
meet, to hear the circular letter, and 
te transact other business. For Wed- 
nesday, four public services are ap- 
pointed :—The first (a meeting for 
prayer) to commence at seven o’clock : 
the second, at half-past ten, when Mr, 
Parkins, of Aldwinkle, and Mr. James, 
of Olney, are to preach : the third, at 
three, when the letters from the churches 
are to be read, and a short address de- 
livered: and the fourth, at, half-past 
six; preacher, Mr, Williams, A.M., of 
Thrapston. 


The second annual meeting of the 
South West Essex Association of Bap- 
tist churches will be held at Ilford, at 
the Rey. James Cubitt’s chapel, on 
Thursday, June 2d; when the Rev. dh 
Hargreaves, of Waltham Abbey, is en- 
gaged to preach in the morning,, ‘‘ On 
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the Signs of the Times in Reference to the 
Millenniwm ;” and the Rev. J. Gipps, of 
Potter-street, in the evening. Services 
to commence at eleven and six o'clock, 


The Southern Association will hold 
its annual meeting at Poole, Dorset, on 
the Tuesday and Wednesday in the 
Whitsun-week, 1836. Brother Tres- 
trail, of Newport, is expected to preach 
on the Tuesday evening, after the letters 
from the churches are read. Brother 
Neave, of Portsea, is to preach on 
Wednesday morning; and brother Birt, 
of Portsea, in the evening. The objects 
contemplated by the Baptist General 
Union, and the Baptist Building Fund, 
will claim the consideration of the bre- 
thren. The churches are requested to 
furnish the materials, in their letters, 
for completing the statistical account of 
our churches. 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the 
Western Association will be held at 
South-street, Exeter, on the Wednesday 
and Thursday in the Whitsun-week, 
May 25th and 26th. Brethren Sincox, 
Cox, and Price are appointed to preach ; 
or, incase of failure, brethren Hatch, 
Trend, and Baynes. The subject of 
the Circular Letter will be taken from 
the Report of the Association Commit- 
tee, who met, by appointment, at Hutch, 
on the 12th of August last, with a spe- 
cial reference to the spiritual improvement 
of the association. 


The annual meeting of the Essex Bap- 
tist Association will be held this year 
at Colchester, on the 17th and 18th of 
May. The Rev. J. Wilkinson, of Saf- 
fron Walden, and the Rev. C. J. Mid- 
dleditch, of Ashdon, ta preach; im case 
of failure, the Rev. J. Pilkington, of 
Rayleigh, and the Rev. J. Clark, of Old 
Sampford. To put up at the Lion, 


The annual meeting of the Society 
for the Relief of Aged or Infirm Bap- 
tist Ministers, instituted at Bath, 1816, 
will be held at Bath, in Somerset-street 
chapel, on Wednesday, the first day of 
June next. All claims from beneficiary 
members must be in the hands of the 
secretary, Mr. Edward Tucker, 35, St. 
James’s Parade, Bath, before twelve 
o’clock, on the fourth day of May. 


The next meeting of the Bristol As- 
sociation (Providence permitting), will 
be held at Melksham, on the Wednes- 
day and Thursday in Whitsunh-week, 
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| May 25th and 26th, 1836: brother 
Yates to preach the association sermon ; 
brethren Winter and Aitchison to be 
the other preachers. Brother Bunce to 
write the circular letter; subject, ‘ The 
Apostolic Injunction to Believers, to marry 
only in the Lord.” 


The first annual meeting of the North 
Essex Baptist Association, will be held 
on Wednesday and Thursday, May 25th 
and 26th, at the Baptist chapel, Hal- 
sted. The Rev. C. Stovel, of London, 
has engaged to preach on the Thursday 
morniug. 


The annual meeting of the Bedford- 
shire Union of Christians will be held 
at Bedford, on Wednesday, the 1st of 
June, when the Rev. A. Reed, D. D. is 
expected to preach. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MRS. STONEHOUSE. 
Died February 21st, 1836, aged 74, 
Mrs. Elizabeth. Stonehouse, widow of 
the late Rev. G. Stonehouse, many years 
pastor of the Baptist chur¢h, Cranbrook, 
Kent. Her character needs no length- 
ened eulogy. Firm and stedfast in her 
attachment to the truth, active and per- 
severing in her efforts to extend the 
knowledge of that truth to others, in 
life she enjoyed its consolations, and 
in death was supported by its hopes. 
«‘ Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord,” &c. 


MR. MAURICE ELLIE, 

Died on Monday, April 11th, after a 
protracted illness, borue with great re- 
signation to the divine will, Mr. Mau- 
rice Ellis, of Wellington, Shropshire, in 
the 50th year of his age, leaving a wi- 
dow and three children to lament his 
loss. He served the church in the office 
of a deacon for twenty-five years, dur- 
ing which he adorned his Christian pro- 
fession, and was highly esteemed by » 
all who knew him. His loss will be 
severely felt by his family and the 
church, of which he was so ‘Tong a use- 
ful and honourable member, 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

Shortly will be published, an exact 
likeness of the Rev. William Newman, 
D.D., late pastor of the Baptist chapel, 
Old Ford, and first president and theo- 
logical tutor of Stepney college : size of 
the prints 8 inches by 6, 
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Mr. Allen’s account continues from our last Chronicle as follows :— 


The Sunday schools returned to you 
were, I believe, Ballina, Mullifary, 
Mountain-river, and Easky. These, of 
course, are taught gratuitously. The 
teachers attend not to the mechanical 
exercise of reading, but to the explana- 
tion of the word of God, and an ex- 
amination of the doctrines it contains, 
One of the girls says that, when she 
first attended, she used to say a prayer; 
but since, she trusts she has been led 
to pray from her heart. A young man, 
too, now, a teacher of one of our day 
schools, and also a teacher of a newly- 
established Sunday school in Tiffany, 
stated, on his admission to the Rona 
about twelve months ago, that his first 
serious impressions were produced by his 
attendance at school, Others are hope- 
ful characters. 

Another Sunday school is taught in 
this town by two gentlemen, members 
of our congregation, though not of the 
church ; persons deeply interested in the 
welfare of the rising generation; at 
which about the same or perhaps a 
greater number attend, and in which the 
same plan is pursued. This is confined 
to males ; but injthe same school-house, 
and at the same time, the ladies of one 
of these families take charge of a class of 
girls, amounting to upwards of fifty. 
The difference in point of attendance, 
between this class and Miss Cave’s, I 
attribute in part to the former being held 
in a more central situation, and in part 
to a free distribution of rewards. 

I have a class, open alike to both 
sexes ; and, in fact, to all ages. It has 
now been in existence about four years ; 
subject, of course, to interruptions, occa- 
sioned by my repeated absence from 
home. ‘The manner in which it is con- 
ducted, cannot be better described than 
by.one of the papers, which I put into 
the hands of the class, and which they 
are required to prepare and return on 
the following Sabbath. 

“On the Scriptures. 
“«T. The Scriptures are inspired by 
God. Proofs: 2 Tim, iii, 16, 2 Pet.1. 
20, 21, 

“TI. It is the duty of all men to read 
the Scriptures. Deut. ii, 18, 21, Jobn 
y. 39, Acts xvii, 11. 

«III, The Scriptures are suffieient for 


all the purposes of salvation. Ps. xix. 
7,11, Luke xvi. 31, 2 Tim. ili. 15, and 
Rey. xxii. 18, 19. 

““TV. In matters of controversy, the 
Scriptures are the only standard of ap- 

eal. Isai. viii. 20, 

«©V. The advantages which result from 
the study of the Scriptures. Ps. cxix. 
98, 99, 130, Rom. xv. 4, Rey. i. 3. 

“VI, The spirit in which the Scrip- 
tures should be studied. Ps. cxix, 18, 
Isai. xii. 2.” 

In this manner I have conducted them 
on from the Scriptures to the character 
of God, as revealed in the Scriptures— 
the condition and character of men— 
the doctrine of the Trinity—redemption 
by Christ—the doctrine of the atone- 
ment—and so on. We have now en- 
tered upon the office and work of the 
Spirit. The passages as given above 
are all committed to memory; other 
parallel passages are found, besides 
those given by me. Any thing difficult 
connected with the passages furnished, 
or with others which may occur in the 
course of their reading, is brought for- 
ward and explained. Itis not, 1 think, 
too much to hope that the careful ex-. 
amination of the Scriptures in this man- 
ner will be productive of the best re- 
sults. I begin, in fact, already to per- 
ceive that some of them are increasing 
wonderfully in the extent of their 
Scriptural knowledge. Oh, that the 
Lord may smile upon this effort; giving 
to one of the unworthiest of his ser- 
vants strength to persevere, and giving 
to those who attend such a state of heart 
as will enable them to obtain the bless- 
ing intended to be imparted. 

This perhaps is as suitable a place 
as any to mention, that we have com- 
menced a “Scripture Reading Meet- 
ing,” on Wednesday evenings, in the 
infant school-room in this town. We 
are reading the Gospel by John, every 
one a verse in his turn; the meeting 1s 
then open to such inquiries or remarks 
as any of those present are desirous to 
make. Our object in establishing this 
meeting has been, in connexion with in- 
forming our own minds, to soften some 
of the little asperities of party, and to 
unite”more closely those who are the 
partakers of one common salvation. 

2x 
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WEEK-DAY SCHOOLS. 

The number of week-day schools in 
the Ballina district is now eighteen, 
containing 1414 children, of whom 925 
are Roman Catholics ; 925 is the average 
daily attendance. No children are al- 
lowed to remain, who do not show suit- 
able progress at the end of the quarter. 

A number of facts, illustrating the 
importance of these schools, shall here 
be inserted. In this station we have two 
persons, Messrs, Berry and Mullarky, 
now employed as ministers of the gospel 
by your Society, who were originally 
educated in these schocls. Again, of 
those who have been educated in the 
Society’s schools in this district, five 
have become teachers, readers, and 
members of churches ; fifteen have be- 
come members of churches alone ; five 
have become members of churches and 
teachers ; two have become members of 
churches and readers; nineteen have 
become teachers alone; eighteen who 
were teachers have since tiken up more 
lucrative employments ; seven are fill- 
ing important situations in society ; and 
thirty-nine are hopeful inquirers, some 
of whom have already proposed them- 
selves for fellowship with us. To these 
I may add two whole families, including 
twelve persons; converted one at the 
Ballina, and the other at the Moyview 
school, 

This fact alone—the fact of so many as 
one hundred and twenty-four persons 
having derived such important benefits 
from their connexion with these schools 
—would be sufficient, did no others exist, 
to exhibit the importance of this branch 
of the Society’s operations. A little 
leaven shall leaven the whole lump ; it 
has already begun to work: let us pray 
God that these schools may become nur- 
series for present and future churches. 
I have the names of the persons referred 
to above, with the circumstances con- 
nected with each; but it would savour 
too much of dry detail, perhaps, to in- 
sert them. They can be forthcoming if 
wanted. 

When our schools were commenced, 
nay, little more than six years ago, a 
great proportion of our teachers were 
Roman Catholics. Other instruments 
to carry on the work were not im- 
mediately to be had. For the last two 
or three years the case has been other- 
wise. With a single exception, all our 
teachers are now Protestants ; most of 
them decidedly religious individuals. 
The attention of the children in the 
senior classes is directed principally to 
the understanding and explaining of the 
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| Scriptures. 


I was so much pleased with 
the answers and earnestness of one of 
the girls in the Hammersmith school, a 
Roman Catholic, and a girl too who had 
just been rewarded for excellent read- 
ing, that I cannot forbear to introduce 
them. After an examination of the 
class in the first five chapters of John— 
a postion they had previously ¢om- 
mitted to memory, and were then to ex- 
plain—I proposed some general ques- 
tions upon prayer, repentance, faith, 
love to Christ, and so on, with a view of 
bringing to bear more directly upon 
their consciences some of the leading 
truths of the gospel. When speaking 
of love to Christ and its evidences, she 
was first to express her attachment; 
and, notwithstanding all my interroga- 
tories, she still persisted, that no one 
could persuade her that she loved either 
her father or mother, or the dearest 
friend she had, more than she loved 
Christ; or that she should think more or 
so much of them, if they were absent, 
as she did of Christ. JI shall never for- 
get the earnestness with which she 
looked when pressed with questions : 
first on one, and then upon another of 
her fellow-pupils, asking them why they 
also did not tell me how they loved 
Christ. Her name is Kelly.” Man 
others in. the same school are exceed- 
ingly hopeful characters. 

With facts of this and a similar nature 
constantly presenting themselves to 
one’s notice, I could not, I dare not, 
doubt the efficiency of the Schools as 
religious institutions. My conviction, 
forced upon me by experience, that to 
these schools we must principally look 
for our hearers, as well as for the mate- 
rials of which our churches are after- 
wards to be composed. 

In answer to an inquiry as to other 
means of religious instruction in the 
vicinity of our opetations Mr, Allen 
says: No school established by the 
London Hibernian Society, by the Na- 
tional Board of Education, ‘or by the 
dispensers of Erasmus Smith’s bounty— 
the only schools, as far as I am aware, in 
this part of the country which afford 
gratuitous instruction—interfere in any 
degree with ours. Were they to do so, 
I should, as 1 have done in some in- 
stances where new schools have been 
established, remove ours to a more neg- 
lected and less favoured spot. With 
the exception of Ballina, Easky, Bal- 
linglen, Crossmolina, Rehins, and Mo- 
hena, there are none of our schools nearer 
than an Irish mile and a half to others 
in which gratuitous instruction can be 
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had ; most of them, indeed, ate much 
less near ; and, even in the cases I have 
excepted, either the size of the popula- 
tion, or the circumstances of the place, 
appear, not only to justify their esta+ 
blishment, but to require, if possible, 
the introduction of others. 

In reference to daily and Sunday Réa- 
ders, Mr, Allen says :— 

There are employed in this distri¢ 
three daily readers ; two who devote a 
portion of their time to reading, not 
only on the Sabbath, but also on othér 
days ; and sixteen, whose labours in this 
department are confined exclusively to 
the Sabbath. Connected with those 
readers are fifty-six persons who have 
become converts from popery; several 
of them decided Christians; and thirty- 
nine who were originally nominal Pro- 
testants, havé since given evidence of 
their conversion to God, and have joined 
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éither the Methodists, the Baptists, at 
other churches. _ 

The time of the Readers on thé Sab- 
bath is fully occupied, when not attend- 
ing worship, in visiting the cabins if 
their respective neighbourhoods ; and, 
even when coming to worship, as any 
of them do, from a distancé, they f¥é- 
quently induce others to accompany 
them, and abundant opporttnities 6f 
usefulness occur on the road. The daily 
Readers are expected to employ, and 
I trust do conscientiously employ, the 
whole of their time either in reading 
in their respective neighbourhoods, 
or to the people in the neighbour- 
hood of the schools they are sent to 
inspect. All of them aré furnishéd 
with tracts, in some cases with Tess 
taments and Bibles, which they distri- 
bute as Occasion occurs. 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 
/ 
Birmingham, by the Secretary: SatCT Dec sees sista MT. 0 aw 
Collection at Cannon-st..... 20 2 if -— Pricé..... Sst 010 6 
Bonda-st....... 15 6 6 John Portloék 72... == 2744-1? 6 
Mount Zion.. 3 I 9 Jas. & John Ruom... — .. 11 0 
Wialsalle co. 5: 5 0 6 | W. & F. Room...... —.. 1 1.4 
A Friend, by Mr. Hopkins : — Scholefield......;,dom.. 010 6 
ee ha aeialievactes COL er ORT e Mrs«Shakespear..... ,eu 0 5 6 
A Friend, by Mr. T. Groom J. W. Showell....... apn... 010 0 
CoA So Pet edoni Ole. 10 Mrs. Showell, sen.... — +e 0 5 @ 
Mr. Barlow........-- ana; ° 1-6 — Simcok. 0)... 4. ..-.0 eer ek be 
Johu Barnett........ ese Cleo. oe W. Spicet..1..2...06.-— +e 9 9 
J. Barnett, jun......+ don... 010 0 Jos. Sturge...... we. GOR..,. 1 'E 0 
Benj. Biesley.......- ann... 0 5 6 Edm. Sturgé.........-—-1. FO 6 
— Bielby.......:....—.. 1 1 0 Chas. Sturge........—... 2 0 0 
Enoch Blakemore ...;don,..- 010 0 Rev. T. Swan........ann... 010 0 
Mrs: Brinton.,......ann... 610 0 = Siwiffhs oon —— 010 0 
EA. Butletoen.- «2° — .5 0.10. ¢ — Stevenson. ~ 010 0 
W. Chance, Esq...-.. — ) ee — Thomas. don... 1 0 0 
— Chirm..........+ -— 010 0 E. Timmis, .-ann.., 010 0 
— Conrt. 2.0 c. ov Se Ona) St ie aM E. Mipping isetes coast —.. 010 0 
Mrs, Dickenson...... don... 1:0 0 — Wade Pat sine ee —.. 010 0 
Mrs. Glover..........ann 010 0 Wie Wilcox3 a. siiees..3 don. 0 5 0 
Miss Mansfield....... —.. 010 @ J.C, Woodhill...... ann... 010 0 
Mrs. Glover and Miss Mans- Harborne Sunday School. 09:4 
feldgc haste ;don.. 7950, 0. Bond Street Sunday School : 
Mr. IT. Groom (in books)don. 0 lo 6 Boys...... SSO GREE COS 1 010 
W. Hadley..*....°.. ann... 010 0 Girls, gigi caiot spe ees 10 8 
isaac Hadley,i....-. = 010 0 Cannen St. Sunday School : 
W. Hadley, jumu..c. = 6 5 0 Boysy i351 Ti ee see O16 4b 
James Harwood . — “4 H ; Dilley vintedepee eed: $20 4,3 O1b 38 
= eae —_— i : 
pra ipebe rik — foe Beak Rev. W. Rogers....ann... 0160 6 
J. Hopkins........-- — 010 0 Mr. G. Corbett..... —.. 010 6 
— Hopkins.......... =r OP TO 0 Mr. J. Woods......don.,. 010 © 
Mrs. Hopkins..... -doms.. 0 10-0 Messrs. Williams .. —.. 100 
J. N. Hopkins.......ann... 2 1 0 A few Friends..... — .. 0 16 10 
— Jenkins,..... ai tec 0 5 0 96 1 41g 
= PONKINS | dase -jnriete _ 100 
Alfred Lawden...... _ 05 0 IN RObANtS, VSG. 5-127. ors claemela arnaletets 2 0 0 
D. Ledsam, Esq:..... — Tor 6 H, Pownall, Esq., by N. Robarts, Esq. 5 0 0 
Benj. Lepard......... — 200 J. Try, Esq., Park Place, Camberwell 5 0 0 
Willow ono ctiacs<ses ges 0.1050 A few Young Friends, by Rey. G. 
W. Meaduws......... — 010 0 Chapman, Dorman’s-land ...,. eee 0.10. @ 
bce oa hn, ia, : : . (We have to thank Mr, Chapman’s 
Rev ?, Morgan... . — 010 0 young friends, also, for a box of 
Lieut Col Moxon,... — 1 “0'.0 fancy articles, which haye been 
Ck : ee 910 0 sent to Ireland.) - 
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Mr. Beeby, Camberwell,.........+. 111 6 | Contributions for Mary’s Philanthro- 
Mires Aue. Boss; vcrss <sncunceee tue Lee Sieve mentioned in last 
R. S., by Mr. Wightman.... 5 0 8 Chronicle : 
Mr. Thos. Gurney.........0.6. 2 6 0° 0 | Mts Bell in oie. coe ie een 050 
W., Cozens, Esq......-  pokaaicie ete htecat ik lun Ch Ra kaa ne Bloxham,.....-- 010 6 
Mrs. Wedd, Watford......... +++ - 2 0 0| Mr. W. Burbridge, for 1835 1 0 0 
Mrs, H..' Thomson, Framlingham.... 1 0 0 Mr. W. Burbridge.... .... 4 0.0 
York-street, Manchester, ‘Juvenile Mrs. Burls, jun., Hendon... 010 0 
Friends, by Mr. S. Blackburne .. 6 8 0 | Mrs. Cohen...... ssi Agee (DEO 
By Mr. Bates, Coolany ......... .., 50 0 0| Miss Dermer..,........... 010 6 
bee Fernie, .co -.c0.0- 012 0 
r. Fletcher’......3 +... Sie TA. 
By Mr, Dyer: 
Towcester, collected by Miss Roby.. 2 0 0 is poe ‘ ee ne key ; ; , : 
Misses Franklin, Coventry........... 1 1 0 | Mr. Gibbs oii Me 2s ET Gg 0 
Bugbrook, by Rev. T. Wheeler...... 5 0 0 | Mrs. Heales......... 5, = a0610le0 
Bromley and Rowley, by Rev. W. Mrs. Herne... Fated, 1006 
Fisher. ,,........ss.seesseees Tieng Ee 000|| Mice Harmony. #2 eee 010 0 - 
Lymington, by Rev. J. Millard..... 6 7 0 | Miss Howard, for 1835 .... 010 0 
Mr. Hollick, Poplar, by Rev. Dr. Miss Howard. vie 010 “0 
Fletcher...:..°. Aah ae Selaeterepecals .. 5 0 0| Mra, Shippen.........- “2. 0 10.0 
Mr. Jno. Baylis, TOMS. veeca eee ByFs.+ 4 0 0 | Mr.-Jas, pylons teas, a sael 010 0 
Female Friend.,..... ier sis Sienls alele at ee ——-11 10 0 
eid Fave, LE eae 9 er Oe 
m. Rees, Esq., Haverfordwest.... 5 0 0 ibuti i 
St. Albans, friends by Mr. Wells... 4 1 0 poEe Sait od meh por nee ed 
Manchester, York Street S. S, Ju- Rica Booth Meh 08 0 
venile Missionary Society......... 4 0 0 Mr, Cummin «002. 002..5 kata 
‘ ¥>-&. “Davi€s sci taeareses we 
Collected by Mr. Davis: , Mr. Fuse ee Sia acegonae : - ° 
(EN WR SE co a caTeONG Mrs. Glyde........ 0 5 0 
Bathracectes 10 8 0 Mrs. Gregory..+.-+........ 05 0 
Melksham...... 210 0 Mr. Jeffery....... are 0 5 0 
Shortwood..0...6.seacc.0 13 10 6 Miss Lee..... aire See Lome 
Tew KeSBOTN). aici cnnaee seein 1a Mr. Lillycrop seater is (oe 
Cheltenham .. 6.0 iccccssee 8 7 2 Mrs. Lillycrop goer ee on S09 
Worcester .....0.ceeeees fee AOU Mr. J, P. Nichols......... ; 0° 6° 6 
———92 27} _ pee Beqvesadeccsins uO O 
| RUOTSE WE ain wiarainrelelele <in =, 0 -Oe 0 
Collected by Mr. Walton : Migs 'Salterte ec cn aasires oie 0 
Trowbridge, after Sermon,. 5 5 0 Mr. Tanger grag) =n aaee- sO we 
ae Hlarris..ee.eyyesnsens 100 ae AL en ae saavevena Gar) a0; 
rs. Page........ janie SS p Upham ts a acace copes 0-5 
Mr. Salter 2:6 g.<.06 codcceg 3 . A Jz. WileogkB oss came One ° 
Mira. Salter give cuse enon Lopate. IMirce WALES -c areietgiels eer veneers 05 0 
Mr. Stancomb.............. 20 0 Mrs Wilsons vc. a stele cae ee TOP 
hee Stancomb .....,.. Teura Six Friends (2s. 6d. each)... 015 0 
r. Jno, Stancomb.,......., 1.0 0 Saume. 
18 5 0 Ww 
e have to acknowledge, also, a parcel of 
Jno. Penney, Esq. .... hla. gay books from Mr, Groom, Birmingham ; they 
A lady at Homerton ... ilo 0 Se sea By #2 Tleee 
Rey, G, Ja oa opies of old reports, if sent without 
yne Road..,.... 1 0 0 would be thankfully received, mane? 


Subscriptions received by S. Marshall, Es i 
s F » Esq., 181, High Holborn; 
sD Be inser a Bow. Welwous Road, Secretary ; Mr. P. Millasd: Bikes Ar ene 
x s, 56, Lothbury ; by Messrs. Ladbrokes and Co., Bankers Bank Buildings: 
2 > 


by Mr. H. D. Dickie, 13, Bank 
Biiabuigh {and P- Brown, Hage Cagis % and Rev, Mr, Innes, Frederick Street, 
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CCIX. MAY, 1836. 


Tue Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, and other Friends who may 
have Monies in hand on account of the Society, are respectfully reminded 
that the Treasurer’s account for the year will close on the 31st instant, 
which renders it necessary that all payments intended to appear in the 
Appendix to the next Report, should be made in the course of the present 
month. It is requested, therefore, that the respective accounts may be 
sent, properly balanced, to the Secretary, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street, accompanied by the list of Subscribers, &c., in alphabetical order. 


Particular attention is solicited to this notice ; for as all the Society’s 
accounts for the year are examined and audited, by the gentlemen appointed 
For that purpose, in the first week in June, and the Report will, it is expected, 
leave the press in a few days after the Annual Meeting, it is clearly impossible 
that payments can be included, or lists of particulars inserted, which come to 
hand a ter the time specified. 

The Annual Sermons for the Society will be preached, Providence per- 
mitting, on Wednesday, June 22, and the Annual Meeting held, as usual, 
on the following day. Full particulars of the respective Services will 


appear in our next Number. 
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JAMAICA. 


Tue periodical Press of this Island, 
though in various instances invete- 
rately hostile to efforts for evangeliz- 
ing the negroes, cannot refrain from 
bearing testimony to the moral im- 
provement which marks the condition 
of that class of the community. For- 
merly, the close of the year was dis- 
tinguished by scenes of Jicentious 
merriment and riotous disorder, which 
rendered it needful, for the sake of 
public peace, to double the usual 
number of guards. But what is the 
state of things now? “The Christ- 
mas holidays,” observes the Cornwall 
Chronicle, ‘“‘are beginning to be re- 
membered like the emotions of a by- 
gone dream. In the towns, all are 
quiet—in our rural districts, every- 
thing is proceeding in admirable or- 
der.” ‘ The Christmas holidays,” re- 
echoes the Falmouth Post, ‘have 
passed off with the most perfect har- 
mony. The cage has not bad a soli- 
tary inmate for some time past. The 
Specials, Clerk of the Peace, and 


Constables, all declare they have no- 


thing todo. To what a pass things 
are come! What a contrast, between 
the good old times of guard-keep- 
ing, military movements, and John 
Canooing!!! Last Sunday was most 
religiously observed by free and ap- 
prentice ; and the churches and cha- 
pels of every denomination were 
crowded, we could almost say, to 
suffocation; and, as far as our infor- 
mation reaches, all went cheerfully to 
work on Monday.” 

Our readers wiil, of course, remem- 
ber that these honourable testimonies 
refer to the precise locality where our 
Mission has a much greater amount 
of agency, and larger number of ad- 
herents, than in any other part of the 
Island. It is the district in which 
our brethren Burchell, Knibb, Dex- 
ter, Dendy, and others, labour, toge- 
ther with several esteemed Mission- 
aries from other Societies. Surely, 
we ought to praise God for such une- 
quivocal proofs that they have not 
laboured in vain ! 

Our last number furnished proofs, 
however, that this new state of things 
is far from being universally agreeable 
among the overseers, and persons of 
that description. Mr, Dexter had to 
complain of determined peers to 
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revive the unhallowed practices which 
marked “ the good old times ;” and, it 
should seem, that a similar spirit ex- 
ists in the southern part of the Island 
also, though it has operated in a very 
differeut way. In one case, the en- 
deavour has been to seduce the flock ; 
in the other, to oppress and terrify the 
shepherd, We cheerfully trust that 
neither will prevail; but that these 
things, like preceding events of a like 
nature, will rather turn out for the 
Surtherance of the gospel. 

These remarks have been suggested 
by certain legal proceedings taken 
against Mr, Taylor, our laborious and 
‘successful missionary at Old Harbour 
and its vicinity. We had known for 
some time that such proceedings were 
threatened ; and though, as we have 
understood, the instigators were dis- 
suaded from the design by some of 
their own friends, it appears that 
they have carried the case into court, 
and obtained a verdict against Mr. 
Taylor, on a part of the indictment. 
‘The offence charged was, an impor- 
per interference with an apprentice, 
named Robert Davidson, head driver 
and constable on Bushy Park estate, 
and for exercising his authority over 
this man, because he had, in the exe- 
cution of his duty, punished a refrac- 
tory apprentice by order of a special 
justice. The facts, from the report of 
the trial inserted in {the Watchman, 
appear to be these. An apprentice, 
called Holcomb, while at work on the 
5th of October, 1834, put his hand to 
his mouth and blew very loud. For 
this offence he was taken before the 
magistrate, and sentenced to receive 
twenty lashes; which were inflicted 
by Davidson, in virtue of his office. 
Both were connected with Mr, Tay- 
lor’s church ; Holcomb as a member, 
and. Davidson as a deacon. When 
this came to the knowledge of Mr. 
Taylor, he sent for Davidson, and told 
him that the two offices were incon- 
sistent with each other; and that ha 
must either give up his office as con- 
stable, or cease to act as deacon. Sub- 
sequently, Davidson neglected for 
some weeks to attend divine worship 
with his fellow-members; and for 
this breach of discipline: he was “read 
out,” or excluded, from chureh-fellow- 
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ship, according to the established rule 
in such cases. 

Such is the offence which, as it was 
gravely stated by the learned Counsel 
who conducted the prosecution, would, 
if tolerated, root up the institutions 
of the country! 

It appears, that an arrest of judg- 
ment was moved for at the close of 
the trial, in conformity with a suggest 
tion of the Chief Justice, in order to 
argue the question as to the validity 
of bringing the action. No accounts 
whatever of this business have reached 
us from any of our brethren; but we 
observe in the Watchman of March 
12th, the following paragraph, which 
furnishes an explanation of this si- 
lence; and shows, too, the light in 
which the affair is regarded by our 
other brethren on the Island : 


We understand that the Baptist Mis- 
sionaries in the Island, with one or two 
exceptions, are now in this city ; and that 
one of the circumstances which have come 
or will come under their consideration, is 
the late novel legal proceedings against 
one of their body, the Rey. H. C. Taylor. 
The Rev, gentlemen consider, and we 
think most properly, the attempt made to 
prevent the Pastor of a Voluntary Society 
from exercising the right of expulsion, 
from his connexion, of any who have 
transgressed its rules and regulations, a 
most dangerous and insidious one; and 
are determined to resist it by every con- 
stitutional means. A full report of Mr. 
Taylor’s trial is, we understand, to be 
prepared and published, together with a 
protest against that proceeding. A de- 
claration, that the Baptist Missionaries, 
if similarly situated, will act in precisely 
the same manner as Mr. Taylor has done, 
will be appended, together with an appeal 
to the religious public of Great Britain 
for support, should the action against Mr. 
Taylor be attempted to be drawn into a 
precedent, or acted upon in the case of 
any other minister, There can be no 
doubt, that the doctrine attempted to be 
established in the'case of Mr. Taylor is 
one which, if recognized or admitted, 
would go to disorganise every religious 
association in the Island, the Establish- 
ment excepted. = 


Though not immediately connected 
with the subject, we think it right. to 
insert the following paragraph, in 


| order to show our readers what is 


thousht by the Jamaica legislators of 
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the gift of twenty millions now in 
course of payment. The paragraph 
occurs in a Report of the Committee 
of the House of Assembly, drawn up 
in answer to a message from the 
Governor, in which, among other 
things, His Excellency had enume- 
rated “the various liberal and concili- 
atory measures adopted by the Parent 
Government towards the Colony dur- 
ing the last four years. On this, it is 
stated, 


The House would gladly avoid entering 
into a retrospective detail of the occur- 
rences of the last four disastrous years ; 
feeling, as they do, how little good can 
result from recrimination between the 
Colony and the Parent State; but when 
the British Government gravely puts for- 
ward a claim to the gratitude of a class of 
his Majesty’s subjects, whose property has 
been nominally paid for, but substantially 
confiscated ; and when this claim, so ill 
founded, is daily reiterated as an excuse 
for further aggression, the House owe it 
to themselves, and to their constituents, 
not only to deny the acknowledgment of 
obligation, but most solemnly and dis- 
tinctly to declare their sense of a con- 
tinued succession of injuries, aggravated 
by misrepresentation and calumny, and 
consummated by an act of the most unparal- 
leled spoliation ever committed by the Govern- 
ment of any country upon its own subjects. 


. This, surely, requires neither note 
er comment ! 


FALMOUTH. 


The Committee are aware that, in 
some quarters, the rapid increase of 
our churches in Jamaica has led to 
the fear lest admission was made too 
easy, or discipline was not sufficiently 
maintained. Much solicitude has ever 
been felt at home on this subject, as 
the frequent reference to it in the 
correspondence of our Missionaries 
clearly attests. Still, it has been 
deemed expedient to renew inquiries 
on the point; and we have “much 
pleasure in placing before our readers, 
this month, a communication from 
Mr. Knibb, which, we doubt not, will 
prove highly gratifying, by the clear 
and unvarnished statement it con- 
tains. 

As an introduction to Mr. Knibb’s 
letter, we extract the following candid 
and sensible remarks by our young 
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brother, Mr. John: Clark, who was 
sent out last year to the help of Mr. 
Coultart. We have often had the 
conviction forced upon us, ‘that Chris« 
tians in this country have no adequate 
conception of the moral, and intellec- 
tual degradation to which a com- 
munity is reduced, where slavery has 
long prevailed, nor of the time which 
must elapse ere its dreadful results 
will be effectually counteracted. Mr. 
C. writes under date of December 3, 
1835: 


When I first arrived here 1 was disap- 
pointed. I had expected a great deal too 
much ; consequently, the condition of the 
negroes—religious condition I mean—fell 
greatly below my expectation. Since, 
then, however, I have got somewhat more 
sobered, and have had better opportunities 
of obtaining an acquaintance with the 
people ; and something of a reaction has 
taken place in my mind—not that my 
romantic notions are realized—but, I 
think as much has been accomplished as 
any one could reasonably expect, There 
are, it is true, evils prevalent which shock 
the feelings ; but when we consider the ig- 
norance in which the people have been kept 
—the examples which have been set before 
them—and some other causes—it is not 
at all to be wondered at, that their con- 
dition, intellectual and moral, falls below 
that of an English population, propor- 
tionately to their want of the same ad- 
vantages. There is, however, in the midst 
of much darkness, light shining out ; and 
many are the instances of simple but sin- 
cere piety to be met with. Superstitions, 
which were very prevalent, and clung to 
with great tenacity, are fast giving way. 

The grant of the Bible Society has 
been, and will yet be, productive of good 
incalculable. Thousands have learned to 
read the word of God; thousands more 
are learning ; and before many years pass 
away, it will, I am firmly persuaded, be 
said of Jamaica, that every child can 
read his Bible. Before this can be, much 
remains to be done, in the way of in- 
structing the people. May God dispose 
the hearts of Christian friends at home to 
send out many to run to and fro, until 
knowledge be diffused over the land! The 
happy effects of the knowledge, limited 
as it is, which some possess, is strikingly 
visible (the more so from contrast). The 
enlargement and liveliness of mind of the 


few stand out in relief by the side of the 


many—yet narrow, dull, and bigotted— 
the one giving rise to feelings of delight— 
the other, to deep sorrow. The same 
with the morals of the people: so far as 
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my limited observation extends, the con- 
dition of those who can read the Bible is 
far above those who cannot: not that 
there is anything singular in these things; 
they are but pleasing illustrations of a 
generally admitted truth—that the en- 
trance of the word of God gives light and 
understanding, and renews the heart. 


Mr. Knibb, after some introductory 
observations, proceeds as follows : 


I shall give you a statement of the 
church, and the plans we pursue; I will 
endeavour to write as in the presence of 
God: and if the Committee can suggest 
any improvement, I shall be thankful to 
receive it. It is now nearly twelve years 
since I first landed in Jamaica ; I feel that 
I may soon have to give up an account of 
my stewardship; and any assistance afford. 
ed so that that account may be rendered 
with joy and not with grief, will indeed 
be a blessing. r 

The public means of grace. You are 
aware, my dear Sir, that in the time of 
slavery, we could only have one service 
every other Sabbath at the same place 
with advantage. Since the abolition of 
slavery, with only two or three exceptions, 
I have had service every Lord’s-day at 
Falmouth, and the attendance has been 
better each Sabbath than it was every 
other Sabbath in the time of slavery. 
This has been the case notwithstanding 
not half can get within the place of wor- 
ship at present occupied, and the many 
hinderances yet presented. My congrega- 
tion is scattered full twelve miles round 
Falmouth, situate on full eighty different 
places (estates or pens); many are 
house servants, cattle minders, Xc. &c. 
who are often prevented attending, yet I 
think that my average congregation is at 
least 1500 on Sabbath mornings. Since 
my return I have commenced a set of ex- 
pository discourses on the Epistles, on 
Sabbath mornings, beginning with the 
Corinthians. It has been profitable to 
myself, and, I hope, to the people of my 
charge, I can appeal to my heavenly 
Father that I have faithfully and plainly 
told them the truth, frequently assuring 
them that a profession of religion, baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper, or attending on 
the means of grace, or any other duty 
they performed could not save them ; that 
nothing but an interest in the blood of 
Christ would avail ; and that if they pos- 
sessed that, it would evidence itself by a 
holy life. Still they come regularly. To 
what are we to attributevit, if not to a de- 
sire to know the will of God? Many of 
them have been offered wages to work on 


the Sabbath, or so late on the Saturday 


as not to be able to attend their duties on 
that day ; and they have uniformly refused 
to break the day of rest. Our prayer- 
meetings are well attended, and truly J 
often find it good to be there. We have 
a weekly prayer-meeting for the spread 
of the gospe), and last Monday 
evening we had full 500 present, full 
eighty of whom had walked two or 
three or four miles, after labouring in the 
field all day, having to return the same 
evening, and to be at their work by day- 
light in the morning. 

Learning. I think I informed you 
when in England that I did not think 
50 of the slaves connected with my 
congregation could read, I rejoice to say 
that now, including children, we have full 
600; now this has been much brought 
about by the conduct of some of my mem- 
bers who without fee or reward devote two 
or three evenings in the week on many 
estates to teach the children and adults to 
read. A. thousand Primers have beensold, 
and are still selling. I do not mean that 
these attempts are very efficient, but they 
show the disposition ; and where there are 
so few public schools, I hope they will re- 
ceive the blessing of Him who will see 
that we have done what we could. When 
we announced the formation of the Bible 
Society, in one day we had 300 sub- 
scribers, 100 of them for Family Bibles, 
and at our first quarterly meeting, the 
sum of £27 ‘was brought in as subscrip- 
tions. I do not mean to say that this 
feeling is universal, but among Christians 
it is very general; but I fear that our 
large churches lead to the impression that 
all the apprentices are thus inclined, and 
thus under instruction : far, very far, from 
it; there are from 18,000 to 20,000 
in this parish alone, yet far from God, 
who attend no place of worship regularly, 
’Tis the paucity of the ambassadors of 
the cross that makes the success appear 
great, and leads to the fear that it cannot 
be genuine. 

I think, my dear Sir, that while at home 


I gave you some account of our church . 


discipline ; however, I now will refer to 
this, to me interesting subject, and com- 
mence with the reception of members. This 
is a subject on which I feei deeply, and 
earnest have been my prayers to be di- 
vinely directed. It is necessary here to 
state, that during my absence, in conse- 
quence of the trials the church had to en- 
dure, the number who had to be re-ex- 
amined, and the laborious duties of my es- 
teemed brother Dendy, no additions were 
made by Baptism to the church, that is, 
for three years, Hence, when I came back 


multitudes were waiting, many of whom © 


os os 
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have since. been received. My plan is, 
this: either myself, or Mrs. Knibb (or 
some one whom we know to be fully compe- 
tent) speaks individually to the candidates, 
Mrs. K. generally taking the females; to 
each man I speak myself, and hear their 
views of divine truth ; and when Mrs, 
K. has spoken to the females, on receiv- 
ing her report, I talk with them, either in- 
dividually or collectively. I do not think 
that I ever fail speaking to each in some 
such manner as this: ‘‘ Now, you have as- 
sured me, that you love Jesus Christ, that 
you feel it in your heart, that you pray 
to him every day, that you love so to do; 
that you are not living in any known sin ; 
you believe that baptism will not save 
you, or the Lord’s Supper; yea, nothing 
but the blood of Christ; that if you turn 
again to the world, or live in sin, you will 
be damned. Itis upon such a profession I 
receive you: if you are living in sin, if 
you do deceive me, I tell you affection- 
ately, but plainly, you will be sent to hell, 
but mind, I am clear of your blood ; you 
voluntarily profess to love Christ, no one 
forces you: if you do love him, he will 
bless you; if not, I beseech you not to put 
on his name.’’—I keep an account of each, 
and when I have heard those who come, I 
call a church-meeting, at which the ap- 
proved candidates are present. I then 
call out every name, to which they an- 
swer, and from whence they come. Then 
I speak to the church, telling them, that 
if they know anything against any one, 
and conceal it, on them must rest the 
guilt, requesting any member to come and 
tell me, and giving a week for this pur- 
pose ; if no charge appears against any of 
them, I receive them for baptism. They 
are then, in the presence of the church, 
received by the right hand of fellowship, 
and become full members of the church. 

Since January Ist, 1835, I have bap- 
tized, after having been thus examined, 
385 persons, and, in referring to the 
receiving-book, containing 305 of their 
names, I find that they have attended 
as inquirers as follows :—six, for nine 
years; ten, for eight years; eighty, for 
seven years; fifty, for six years; forty- 
seven, for five years ; thirty-three, for four 
years ; seventy-six for three and two years. 
If you can give me any hints by which I 
can improve this plan, do, and I will 
thank you. 

State of church from December Ist, 
1834, to January Ist, 1836. 
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Dismissed to other churches..... 66 
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100 


Clear Increase... ..%..5--cs0+0. 366 
Old Members)... 207.6% 60050 06 843 
Total 1209 

Marriages from Dec. 1st, 1834, to Jan. 

Ist, 1836, 421 couples. 
Total number of members since the year 
when the church was formed, exclusive of 
those dismissed to form the churches at 
Rio Bueno and Stewart Town, 1478 ; 
of the present number, 1209: about 100 
are old and infirm. 

I am well aware that subscribing to the 
cause of Jesus is not always a mark of 
real attachment to his cause ; but still it is 
a pleasure to be able to state that, as far 
as their ability enables them, they are 
quite willing to give of their little to its 
promotion. I know some will say that 
this is extorted by fear, and I know also 
that such a statement is false. What is 
subscribed is generally given to me by the 
parties themselves, and I tell them 
plainly, that if it be not willingly be- 
stowed, God will not acceptit. I have 
collected money both in England and Ja- 
maica, and I assure you I much prefer 
the latter. No excitement of popular 
speakers, nor parade of public meetings 
is necessary ; they give what they can 
afford without noise or show. 

Once in the year, as a church, we de- 
pute several of the deacons, and other ac- 
tive members, to visit every property 
where we have members. I inclose the 
report of one. ‘Those eacluded, are gene- 
rally those who left in the time of martial 
law, and have not returned to the church. 
This was taken before I had received your 
letter. I send the original, with which you 
will do as you please.* 

I might refer to some individual cases 
to show the feeling of the members of my 
church, and select one. When the pain- 


—— 


* We give the following account of the state 
of the members on one property out of twenty 
visited by the same inspectors. It is worthy 
of remark that, in every instance, the report 
is wound up with ‘“‘ Love prevails.” Would 
that a similar account could be given of 
Christian churches everywhere ! 

«¢[The members are living in good order: 
their attendance at chapel is invariable. The 
married people are living pretty well, with 
the exception of two. Thirty-nine children 
learning to read. Old and sicx members, 
none. Thirteen members in number. Two 
excluded. Twenty-three, i.quirers, consis- 
tent. Three members learning to read. Ero- 
therly love prevails among them.” 
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ful news of: tlie sufferings of our Mada- 
gascar brethren reached us, I informed 
the people of it, and held a special 
prayer-meeting for them, Brother Vine 
was present, and gave an interesting ad- 
dress. It was a very wet day, but the 
place was crowded, full 100 were outside, 
many walked some miles to attend, and 
the sympathy manifested was very pleas- 
ing. 

em well aware that we have faults 
among us, and that sometimes our pleas- 
ing hopes are blasted, and the affection I 
feel for my poor people makes me deeply 
feel these things ; there is yet much igno- 
rance and many failings among them ; but 
with all these things, they are a kind and 
affectionate people. Their sorrows have 
been deep, their advantages have been 
very, very few; a debasing system has 
for their whole lives degraded their 
minds ; but they are willing to be taught, 
and where there is sympathy with them, 
they love those who instruct them, Never, 
my dear Sir, during my connexion with 
my church, have we had one quarrel, or 
one jarring. church-meeting, and I al- 
ways consult them ; it is not the peace of 
sleep, but of active love. My heart is 
knit to theirs ; I mourn over their follies, 
and rejoice in their growth. I know I 
am_enthusiastic, perhaps I need it should 
be so; but identified with them, what 
concerns them concerns me, All I can 
say is, that if I knew a single thing that 
would purify the church, I would not 
withhold it. We are, dear Sir, a happy, 
a united church ; we do walk together in 
love; and I assure you that, notwith- 
standing all the little things that do 
sometimes annoy, I bless God that I am 
here, and I pray that I may live and die 
among them ; when,. having finished my 
course as a poor ransomed sinner, looking 
for the mercy of my Lord, I hope with 
them I shall be received into the man- 
sions of the blessed. 

That God may work in our churches 
all the good pleasure of his will, is my 
earnest prayer. 


Mr. Knibb states in a postscript 
that the above letter was read at a 
church-meeting, where eight hundred 
members were present, and unani- 
mously adopted as their own, by a 
show of hands. 


RIO BUENO, 
The new chapel at this station was 
opened on Lord’s day, Nov. 15th. 
Mr. Dexter says, 


We began with a, prayer-meeting at 
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six ; at half-past ten brother Knibb preach- 
ed from Acts x. 36: ‘‘ Preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ; in the afternoon, the 
Lord’s Supper was administered by Mr. 
Thompson, the Agent of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society ; and in the even- 
ing, brother Vine, of Arcadia, preached 
from Matt. xxi. 14: ‘And the blind 
and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he healed them.’ The congregation 
in the morning amounted to at least 1500 ; 
and the attention was such as is seldom 
equalled, and can never be surpassed ; 
indeed there was everything which was 
calculated to make the services interesting. 
It was the first chapel opened of those 
destroyed in 1832. It was built on the 
old spot, but is twice the size of the for- 
mer building. The first sermon was 
preached by one in whose sufferings and 
success the people had been deeply inte- 
rested, and at the Lord’s table there were 
present ministers and members of diffe- 
rent denominations, and of churches in 
different countries, all rejoicing in the 
triumphs of their common Saviour, and 
cemented together by his love. The re- 
ceipts on the occasion were good ; indeed, 
far better than I had expected. Including 
a donation of £5 from a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, they amounted to £83. 

A second chapel, for the occupation 
of the other church under the pastoral 
care of Mr. Dexter, at Stewart's 
Town, was opened on the 24th of 
January ; on which occasion, hun- 
dreds, who had long been constrained 
for want of accommodation to wor- 
ship in the open air, rejoiced and 
praised. God, for disposing British 
Christians to aid them in erecting a 
commodious and substantial sanctu- 
ary. The building will seat 800 per- 
sons; and has cost about £1200. Mr. 
Knibb preached in the morning to, at 
least, two thousand persons, from John 
xvill, 1, 2; the Lord’s Supper was 
administered in the afternoon; and 
the pleasing services of the day were 
closed by a sermon from Mr. Dexter, 
on Psalm lxxxvii. 5—7, About £53 
were collected on the occasion. 

The last communication from Mr. 
D. contains a narrative which we give 
without preface or abridgment; the 
rather, as the facts thus simply. de- 
tailed, bear strongly on the subject pre- 
viously referred to by Mr. Knibb. 

Since writing my last, we nave admitted 
twenty-one persons by baptism into the 
church at Rio Bueno, and thirty into that 
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at Stewart Town, We have, however, 
been severely tried by the wickedness of a 
member at the former place, whom I had 
some time since. recommended to the 
Rey. Mr. Vine as a servant. Call- 
ing on Mr, V, one evening on my way 
from Falmouth, he told me that he had 
no doubt that the young man had robbed 
him to a considerable amount; that he 
had charged him with the crime, which 
he had in the most solemn manner denied. 
He added that if I would stay with him 
till morning, we would talk the matter 
over with the servant. In the meantime, 
several other things accidentally, or ra- 
ther providentially, came out, which, 
though they did not amount to legal proof 
against him, were quite sufficient to satisfy 
me that he had been guilty of very dis- 
honest proceedings. We also found in the 
course of the investigation, that he had 
not long. before told me a number of false- 
hoods, which, when he was charged with 
them, he could not deny to be such. Our 
course as a church was therefore a plain, 
but a painful, one. On the following 
Sabbath his case came before us, and 
there being, as I have said, no legal 
proof of the theft, I confined myself for 
the time to the charge of gross lying, I 
may, however, observe that just before the 
members were meeting, a young man of 
Rio Bueno showed me,a Wilcox’s Selec- 
tion which he had recently bought of the 
accused, It was extra bound, and exactly 
resembled one which I had missed from the 
Chapel on the day of the opening. I said 
nothing of my suspicions, but horrowed 
the hook and asked the member how he 
came by it? Here again he prevaricated, 
and lied, telling me that he bought it at 
Brown’s Town, while I learned that he 
had told another member he purchased it 
of Mr. Vine. Of this theft, again, I deter- 
mined to say nothing to the members, till 
I obtained further proof; but, if need 
were, to refer to the lies which he had 
told respecting the purchase. I did so, 
without saying anything as to my reasons 
for asking him where he bought it. Upon 
this, a member arose, and after requesting 
permission to speak, told us that the ac- 
cused took away that book from the Cha- 
pel on the day of opening, and when ad- 
vised to take it back, said, ‘* No, he had 
lost a book, and he should keep this to make 
out for it.” shall never forget the effect 
which this unexpected discovery had upon 
the members ; the place was a Bochim ; 
all were melted into tears, many sobbed 
aloud, and some few were so completely 
overcome as to go into hysterics. One poor 
woman who was baptized at the satne time 
with him fell from the seat, and when she 
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came to herself, could for some time say 
nothing else than, ‘“‘ Oh, my poor broder 
Lewis, my poor broder Lewis! and is he 
come to this?’ It is needless to add that 
he was at once excluded. Asseon as the 
painful duty was performed, one of the 
members came and begged that I would 
not administer the Supper, which I was 
just about to do, as their minds were not 
sufficiently composed to attend to it. This 
appeared to be the universal wish, and the 
service was accordingly postponed to ano- 
ther opportunity. ‘There is no occasion for 
any remarks of mine upon this case. I 
have said that there was much to pain us ; 
but I think, my dear Sir, that in the deep, 
andL “ scruple not to say the holy, feeling 
which the church manifested, you will 
perceive something which could not fail to 
be gratifying to a minister. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


Mr, Harjette and his family arrived 
in safety at Calcutta, after a very long 
and uncomfortable passage, on the 
20th of May. Mr. Harjette entered 
on his employment at the printing- 
office with zeal and diligence; and 
anticipated much pleasure from the 
connexion with our excellent friend 
Mr. W. H. Pearce: but we are truly 
sorry to add, that he and one of his 
children were subsequently attacked 
with severe illness, which renders his 
continuance in the East extremely 
doubtful. 

Mr. Oughton, with his family, to- 
gether with Miss Spiller, proceeding 
to Jamaica in connexion with the 
Society, and Miss Renwick, daughter 
of Mrs. R., of Montego Bay, who 
has been in England some years, for 
education, embarked in the Etheldred, 
Capt. Hood, early in March. Their 
voyage down the Channel was rough 
and stormy; and early on Monday 
morning, the 28th of that. month, the 
vessel was driven on shore at Torbay, 
and our dear friends were placed in the 
most imminent hazard of their lives. 
They were indeed, warned to prepare 
for death, as it was fully expected, 
that in five minutes’ time the ship 
would be dashed to pieces, and all on 
board be hurried into eternity. The 
good providence of God, however, mer- 
cifully interposed in the very moment 
of impending destruction, and, by dint 


| of most strenuous exertion, the vessel 


224 


was guided on to a sandy beach, on 
which she struck. Her damage was 


great; but it appears probable, she | 


will be able in two or three weeks to 
proceed on her voyage.  Indepen- 
dently of the outfit of the passengers, 
there was a large quantity of goods 
on board, belonging to the Society, 
nearly all of which ‘were so much 
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damaged by sea-water, as to render it 
necessary to abandon them to the 
underwriters, The pecuniary loss 
will be considerable; but our friends 
at large will unite with us in praising 
His mercy who graciously interfered, 
when all hope seemed gone, to rescue 
this Missionary family from a watery 
grave ! ‘ 


Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from 
March 20, to April 20, 1836, not including individual subscriptions. 


Hull and East Riding Auxiliary, by J. 


Leeds, collection and subscriptions, by 


Thornton, Esq. : ‘ Rey, E. Carey. <.. sande tsa 69 6 
Bull. mia eRisie einer kate Cra Oe 8l 110 Darlington, ditto by ditto ............. 28 
Beverleyseieines tee cisctelsleietsle 17 wGl*O Bristol Auxiliary, by Robert Leonard, 
Bridlingtow..... cise eel sees se 26° 5 0 Esq. : 

Bishop Burton, .....0...-6. 8 8 8 Balance, old account,....... 4115 9 

Drifielde. oi... .05. Pacer tien 7 8 6 Translatiousees) sssitelo. seca 20 0 

Cottiagham’.....e ocr cesses) "a ONO On account current year.... 200 0 0 
Skidby AWSd odes hook eco 100 : 243 15 

Hedon. 5 <i:5,«05 POO eD OG abo 216 Wilts and East Somerset Auxiliary, by 

Mr. Austie, Treasurer : 

146 2 0 Laverton’, joes thc nercs mete 6 

Previously acknowledged... 100 0 0 Westbury, 28.40 0 

46 2 0 Westbury Leigh ........... 9 

New Park Street, Southwark : Beckington,:.....5,.... 0 

Friends, by Mr. Low, ...5.0... Nese (8 00 0 Warminster.. ....... 5: 
Huntingdonshire Society, by Mr. Paul, Crockerton ..,...... . 0 

Treasurer : Philips Norton....... 3 
StgNieots:cmupies iii sche ia isininieagl eR Ou Bradford .c:, ctyesaloetenad atin 2 
Huntingdon..... 24 rome <. i 3, aca inte iter 55 310 
Spaldwick.,........ 8 3 Bratton........ eesre ie 9°12 10 
St. Ives..... Dh gi Devisesin Ge hestdnnn' Leask 30 18 5 
Bluntisham., . : 23 10 8 129 3 
Somersham o.3 sua sees nce ees 4 0 Cambridge, Ladies, by Mrs. E, Foster, 
Ramsey......-- bat chalet 914 9 Female Education.......... EE ak J 

SSS Clapham Society, in aid of Missions, by 

108 19 4 Rev.Gz Browne!.is. 045 23 ee 20 0 
Previously remitted,......... 70 0 0 Harlow, Ladies’ Missionary Society, by 

—— 3819 4 Migs Barnard. oe. ta, ocamaietie ashe 10 0 
North of England Auxiliary Society, by Hitchin Auxiliary Society, by Mrs. ' 

Lag, eS ore ier einen ciekrme rio ten 101 12 2 Jeeves wal Be Sasi tne wee s belt ee ce peeh MO: 
East Lothian Society, by Mr.S. Brown 319 0 Manchester, York Street Sunday School 
Caerleon and Tredegar, collections and for Schools in Bast Indies .......... 4 0 

subscriptions, by Rev. D. Phillips.... 6 3 11 Ditto, West Indiesic..0.. 02.00. eek 20 
Anglesea Baptist churches, by Rev. W. Reading Auxiliary Society, on account, ~ 

Morgan, Holyhead .............-. ate nO,. O10: by: M:-Wiltiana!, jim ose 2 ee Sue © 
Poplar Baptist church, by Rey. J. Upton 8 0 0 ; 

DONATIONS, 

James Gorst, Esq., Somers Town.... 0 0 
Mr, Hollick, Poplar, by Rev. Dr. Fletcher 5.0 0 
DrAlien, Argh Bedcitvepieninacseac loses Oi ae capac 5 5 (0 
ce ee een a 2a 
Mr. Brown, Penzance 111 6 
Miss Huntley, Bow yes 
Produce“of; Jewellery soldine..ai.« tisigens.ataieread (6 onceeiess cecan wate ate thee lL 8.¢ 
d LEGACY, , 
Miss Bower, late of Bradford, Yorkshire ; Executors, John Brogden and R. Garnett, 

BBQSS sk DALIT. Pa wah Momatere a ulevefatsioiate eg cata en hts GR ee etaiateat sietke hte Days sete 360 0 0 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

The thanks of the Committee are returned to Mr. Freeman, of Barnet, for three 
lamps for Jamaica ; as also to Mr, Massett, of Queen Street, Mrs. Wedd, of Wate 
ford, Mr. Charles Brassett, of Brixton, and the Misses Rabson, of Ashford, for 
sundry Baptist and Evangelical Magazines, ms 

A box from Berwick, for Mr. Clark, of Jericho, and a kind present of children’s 
frocks, for Mr. Quant, Nassau, from Misses Burls, of Edmonton, have been received 
and forwarded. Another box has arrived from Ashford, which will be forwarded 
to Re Bay as soon as a convenient opportunity.presents itself. : 

Mr. Oughton requests us to acknowledge the receipt of a i 
sent him Dy FN heats Friend of Missions.” P ee 
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